Course Outline for Minor Prophets
Dr. Christopher Chui     Email: ckchui1@gmail.com
Course Title: Minor Prophets.
Course Content: All course content is judged by Martin Luther’s “Sola Scriptura.” This course will prepare students how to study many aspects of the twelve Minor Prophets, and to win against the Devil. A different topic will be given for each week for in depth study and research. Students will be required to do their own study and research. Assignments will be given every week and due in the following week. A 2-page summary report will be due in the following week. 
Course Objectives: At the end of the course, students will have deep understanding of many aspects of the twelve Minor Prophets, and they will be able to resist the Devil in many ways. Emphasis will be placed on the application to daily lives.
Criteria to Pass: Each student must turn in all assignments and must turn in one summary and reflections paper in lieu of final exam. The assignment must be typed and send to me via email at ckchui1@gmail.com. 
Pre-Requisite: The student must have a desire to study the Bible and a desire to study lecture notes in depth. Lecture notes can be download at any time.
Textbook(s):  The English and Chinese Bibles in various versions. Other reference books are available in the library. The Internet is also very useful for research. Use Google to find what you need.
Week 1: Who were the minor prophets (20 pages of lecture notes.)
Who Were the Minor Prophets?
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The Minor Prophets is a collection of twelve Old Testament books, known simply as “the Twelve” or “the Book of the Twelve” in the Hebrew Bible. The title “minor” refers to length, not significance. Roughly in chronological order, each of these short books gives a glimpse into the spiritual landscape and history of Israel, challenging the status quo through prophets called to speak on God’s behalf.

But who were these people?
In their Old Testament Survey online course, Andrew Hill and John Walton provide a scholarly overview of the entire Old Testament, answering questions like this along the way. The following post is adapted from their unit on the Minor Prophets.
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Hosea

Hosea was the son of Beeri and he lived in Israel during its “golden age” under Jeroboam II. Hosea (or Hoshea) was a common name in ancient Israel derived from the Hebrew word meaning “salvation.” It means “help” or “deliverance.” Jesus (or Yeshua) is a form of this name (Matthew 1:21). Hosea was a prophet to Israel during the eighth century BC, and with the possible exception of Jonah, he was the only writing prophet to live in the northern kingdom.

God commanded Hosea to marry a prostitute named Gomer, the daughter of Diblaim. Together they raised three children—though it’s not clear if they were all Hosea’s biological offspring. (Their son Lo-ammi’s name means “not my people.”) Hosea’s marriage was integral to his prophetic ministry, since Gomer’s repeated unfaithfulness—and Hosea’s continued faithfulness—paralleled Israel’s spiritual adultery and breach of covenant with Yahweh.

THE PURPOSE OF THE BOOK OF HOSEA

Hosea’s prophecies have three main objectives:

1. To warn northern Israel of the impending Assyrian exile.

2. To demonstrate God’s steadfast love for his people (through his own marriage to Gomer).

3. And to call the people to repent and renew their covenant with Yahweh.

MAIN IDEAS IN THE BOOK OF HOSEA

· Yahweh’s unchanging love for Israel

· Yahweh’s jealousy for his covenant

· Yahweh’s just judgment

· Yahweh’s healing and restoration of the remnant

Joel

Joel isn’t mentioned anywhere else in the Old Testament, so we don’t know much about him. His book shows he was a powerful and effective preacher. He has at times been counted among the official “temple prophets” who weren’t always accurate spokesmen for the Lord (as we see in Jeremiah 28). But Joel’s message rings true and served as a catapult for the Christian church—Peter used it in his message on the Day of Pentecost.

Joel’s vision of the locust plague is also perhaps among the most familiar prophetic images of impending invasion and devastation.

THE PURPOSE OF THE BOOK OF JOEL

Joel’s concern was to address “the day of the Lord.” The locust plague was only the beginning, and the judgment would get worse. He called on the people to repent, and when they responded positively, favor and prosperity were proclaimed.

MAIN IDEAS IN THE BOOK OF JOEL

· Analogy of the locust plague to describe the coming day of the Lord

· The pouring out of the Spirit on all people as a prelude to judgment

Amos

Amos was a shepherd and sycamore fig farmer from Tekoa, a village about ten miles south of Jerusalem. In Amos 7:14–15, he points out his separation from the “religious establishment” to emphasize his detachment from formal institutions like the royal court and the temple. As an independent layman and blue-collar worker, Amos had freedom to proclaim God’s message unencumbered by vested interests or public opinion.

Amos highlights the truth that God shows no partiality—a timely reminder in an age of professionalism like ours.

THE PURPOSE OF THE BOOK OF AMOS

Amos forecasts disaster for the northern kingdom of Israel in the form of Assyrian invasion and exile—the consequences of religious hypocrisy and social injustice. Amos also calls the people to repent, promising hope for the future in the form of messianic restoration and blessing.

MAIN IDEAS IN THE BOOK OF AMOS

· God holds the nations accountable for their social policy

· Israel will not escape the judgment of the day of the Lord

· True worship creates social justice

· God will restore a remnant of Israel

Obadiah

Obadiah means “servant (or worshiper) of Yahweh,” and it’s a common biblical name—there are at least a dozen other Obadiah’s in the Old Testament. Later Jewish tradition identified Obadiah as King Ahab’s God-fearing steward, but that hasn’t been proved (Babylonian Talmud: Sanhedrin 39b; 1 Kings 18:3–16). The book of Obadiah is the shortest book of the Old Testament—just twenty-one verses long.

THE PURPOSE OF THE BOOK OF OBADIAH

Obadiah’s purpose was to pronounce divine judgment against the nation of Edom for assisting the Babylonians in their conquest of Judah, and to predict the divine restoration of the people of Israel.

MAIN IDEAS IN THE BOOK OF OBADIAH

· The sovereignty of God

· The principle of retribution

· The restoration of Israel

Jonah

Although Jonah lived in the eighth century BC, the date of the book is disputed because we can’t be sure who the author was. Jonah is referred to in the third person, and the author isn’t identified elsewhere in the Bible. Nevertheless, if the book preserves an account of an actual event, we would expect that either Jonah or someone getting information from Jonah would have to have written the book—such as someone from the “sons of the prophets” (2 Kings 2:3).

The book of Jonah is unique among the prophetic books of the Old Testament. Rather than being a collection of the oracles of the prophet, it relates an episode in his life. In the Old Testament, the prophet Jonah is mentioned outside the book only in 2 Kings 14:25, in reference to the reign of Jeroboam II in the northern kingdom of Israel in the first half of the eighth century BC.

THE PURPOSE OF THE BOOK OF JONAH

God reserves the right to be compassionate, even if it means working against a prophetic warning. God delights in grace. He responded to Nineveh’s small steps in the right direction with compassion. And if he could do that for Nineveh—the epitome of pagan wickedness—he would respond compassionately to his chosen people, Israel.

MAIN IDEAS IN THE BOOK OF JONAH

· God’s right to perform gracious acts of compassion

· God’s delight in small steps in the right direction

· God’s propensity for offering second chances

Micah

A contemporary of the well-known prophet Isaiah, Micah was from Moresheth, a small town located in the hilly region between Jerusalem and the Mediterranean Sea. He is one of the few prophets referred to specifically in another prophetic book. When Jeremiah was threatened with death for his prophecies of doom against Jerusalem, elders who reminded the people that Micah had prophesied the same more than one hundred years earlier (Jeremiah 26:18–19). (Jeremiah was spared as a result.) This gives some indication of the prominence of Micah as a spokesman for the Lord.

Micah ministered during the great Assyrian crisis. He was a witness to the events that brought about the destruction and deportation of the northern kingdom of Israel.

THE PURPOSE OF THE BOOK OF MICAH

Micah is one of the few prophets who explicitly stated his purpose: “But as for me, I am filled with power, with the Spirit of the Lord, and with justice and might, to declare to Jacob his transgression, to Israel his sin” (3:8). There are numerous indictment and judgment oracles in the book, reflecting this purpose.

MAIN IDEAS IN THE BOOK OF MICAH

· An indictment of injustice

· A deliverer from the line of David would be born in Bethlehem

· Right behavior—not manipulating rituals—are the proper response to God’s anger

· The coming deliverance from the Assyrian threat

Nahum

More than a century after God spared Nineveh from judgment (prophesied through Jonah), Nahum also declared the judgment of God upon the wicked city of Nineveh. This time there was no fasting or sackcloth, and Nineveh was not spared.

It is unlikely, but possible, that Nineveh was the audience of Nahum’s prophecy. More likely, it was given as an encouragement to the people of Judah, who were suffering under Assyrian domination.

THE PURPOSE OF THE BOOK OF NAHUM

Nahum’s purpose is to pronounce the doom of Nineveh. This was not just a case of the ebb and flow of history, but the action of the Lord’s punishment against Nineveh. He announced Nineveh’s doom, and he would accomplish it.

MAIN IDEAS IN THE BOOK OF NAHUM

· The impending judgment of Nineveh

· Judah’s eventual release from the power of the Assyrian Empire

Habakkuk

Little is known about Habakkuk. The book doesn’t give us any genealogical or historical information about him. Unlike most of the other prophetic books, this one places a higher priority on addressing a particular topic—rather than simply preserving the oracles of the prophet. In this way, the book is more like Jonah than like Jeremiah. The “wisdom” tone of the prophecy and its organization also distinguish it from the rest of the prophetic literature.

THE PURPOSE OF THE BOOK OF HABAKKUK

The purpose of the book of Habakkuk is to examine the issue of God’s justice on a national plane. The question at hand in the theodicy (the justification of God’s ways with humanity) was, How can a just God use a wicked nation like Babylon as his instrument for punishment?

MAIN IDEAS IN HABAKKUK

· God is just

· Judah was punished through the Babylonians, who would later be punished by God

· Even when things are confusing, we need to trust God and act with integrity

Zephaniah

Zephaniah was possibly a member of the royal household (if the person mentioned in 1:1 was King Hezekiah), and was a contemporary of Jeremiah. These two prophets signaled the beginning of God’s witness to Judah during the Babylonian period that eventually destroyed Jerusalem and the temple. Their ministries paralleled Micah and Isaiah, who prophesied a century earlier. With Zephaniah came a resurgence of prophetic witness, announcing the coming judgment on Judah.

THE PURPOSE OF ZEPHANIAH

Zephaniah’s purpose was to initiate change in Judah by pronouncing God’s judgment on wickedness. Coupled with God’s intention to punish Judah came the proclamation of his intention to restore it. Zephaniah’s message focused on the day of the Lord, which he claimed was approaching fast.

MAIN IDEAS IN ZEPHANIAH

· The coming day of the Lord

· The call to the humble to seek the Lord

· The universal impact of the coming judgment

Haggai

Haggai has two titles that identify him as a “spokesman” for God. He’s called “the prophet” (1:1; 2:1, 10; Ezra 6:14), and he’s labeled “the Lord’s messenger” (1:13). Haggai was a contemporary of Zechariah, and through their combined ministry the temple of the Lord was rebuilt in Jerusalem.

That’s about all we know about him. According to Epiphanius (a fourth-century bishop), Haggai came to Jerusalem from Babylonia under the leadership of Sheshbazzar. But he’s not recorded among the returnees in Ezra 1–2, so all we have is this fourth-century claim. Some have tried to identify Haggai as a priest, based on his teaching about ritual purity in 2:11–14, but the argument remains unconvincing.

THE PURPOSE OF THE BOOK OF HAGGAI

Haggai’s purpose is to initiate the reconstruction of the temple of Yahweh in Jerusalem.

MAIN IDEAS IN THE BOOK OF HAGGAI

· The importance of establishing proper priorities

· The value of the temple as a covenant symbol for Israel

· The faithfulness of God in renewing his covenant promises to David’s descendants

Zechariah

Zechariah means “Yah(weh) has remembered,” which is the essence of his message to Jerusalem after the exile. While Haggai called on the people to erect the temple of God, Zechariah summoned the community to repentance and spiritual renewal. His task was to prepare the people for proper worship and temple service once the building project was completed.

About 32 people are called Zechariah in the Old Testament, which makes it easy to misidentify the prophet. Zechariah, son of Berekiah is a different person than Zechariah, son of Jeberekiah (Isaiah 8:2). The book identifies him as the son of Berekiah and the grandson of Iddo (1:1), and Ezra says Zechariah is the son of Iddo (5:1; 6:14)—but this isn’t an error. In Ezra, the word “son” was used simply to designate “any descendant.”

Nehemiah lists Zechariah as the head of the priestly family of Iddo (12:16), which means Zechariah was a member of the tribe of Levi, a priest, and a prophet.

THE PURPOSE OF THE BOOK OF ZECHARIAH

Zechariah is a tract for troubled times. First, the prophet rebuked the people for perpetuating the evil ways and deeds of their ancestors (Zech. 1:2–6). He exhorted them to repent and return to God in a renewed covenant relationship that demonstrated social justice (7:4–10). Finally, the prophet offered the people of Judah encouragement and hope for the future with promises of God’s blessing and restoration (10:6–12).

MAIN IDEAS IN THE BOOK OF ZECHARIAH

· Repentance and covenant renewal

· Hope rooted in God’s sovereignty

· Social justice

· Messiah

Malachi

In the entire Old Testament, the name Malachi only appears in the title verse of this book (1:1). The name can be translated as “my messenger” or “my angel.” As a result, some biblical scholars suggest that the “name” is actually an editorial heading for the book, borrowed from verse 3:1 (“See, I will send my messenger . . .”), making the work an anonymous prophecy. Still, Malachi is similar to other Old Testament names ending in i, such as Beeri (Genesis 26:34) and Zichri (1 Chronicles 8:19). Plus, both Jonah and Habakkuk are solitary names among the prophets, the name’s single occurrence shouldn’t count as evidence against its use as a proper name.

As with Obadiah, the opening verse of the prophecy traces no genealogical heritage. Jewish tradition regards Malachi, along with Haggai and Zechariah, as a member of “the Great Synagogue.” This synagogue was a council of scribes and other leaders who helped reorganize religious life and culture after the Babylonian exile. They played a key role in collecting and arranging the books of the Twelve Prophets in the Hebrew canon.

Malachi’s convictions about idolatry (2:10–12), easy divorce (2:13–16), and social injustice (3:5) suggest he is a man of commitment and integrity. He was also a man of courage, because he scolded the influential priestly class and social elites (1:1–14; 2:1–4; 3:2–4).

THE PURPOSE OF THE BOOK OF MALACHI

Malachi calls Israel to repent in order to renew their covenant with Yahweh (1:2–5; 3:7). This will enable the priests and people of God to restore proper temple worship (1:10–14; 3:9–10) and practice social justice within the community (3:5).

MAIN IDEAS IN THE BOOK OF MALACHI

· God desires wholehearted worship

· God expects faithfulness in marriage

· God hates divorce

· The day of the Lord affects both the righteous and the wicked

· An Elijah-like figure will announce the day of the Lord

Conclusion

We don’t know much about most of the Minor Prophets. There were priests, farmers, possibly royal servants, and maybe even royalty among them. What we know for sure is that each prophet challenged people to faithfully follow Yahweh, calling out the atrocities of the past and present, and proclaiming God’s warnings and encouragements for the future. We know their names (with the possible exception of Malachi) and we have their words, and as we trace the trail of breadcrumbs throughout Scripture we can piece together a little more of their identities, fleshing out their faint portraits.

In the end, each Minor Prophet is a voice crying out in the wilderness of their time. And they’re voices worth listening to.

To learn more about the Minor Prophets, sign up for the Old Testament Survey online course.
Learn more about the Bible
Get started with a free online course. Plus, you’ll get occasional updates about new courses, free videos, and other valuable resources.

Top of Form

	[image: image4.wmf]


[image: image5.wmf]S

elect my free course



	

	By submitting your email address, you understand that you will receive email communications from HarperCollins Christian Publishing (501 Nelson Place, Nashville, TN 37214 USA) providing information about products and services of HCCP and its affiliates. You may unsubscribe from these email communications at any time. If you have any questions, please review our Privacy Policy or email us at yourprivacy@harpercollins.com.

	

	

	


Bottom of Form

ZONDERVAN ACADEMIC ONLINE COURSES



Old Testament Survey
16 Units , Self-pacedAndrew E. Hill, John H. Walton

Study the Old Testament online

Learn the historical and cultural context of the Old Testament—and study the content of each book—in this self-paced online course, taught by the authors of A Survey of the Old Testament.
Twelve Minor Prophets

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Jump to navigation Jump to search
"Twelve Prophets" redirects here. For the sculpture, see Twelve Prophets of Aleijadinho.

	


	Tanakh (Judaism)

	Torah  (Instruction)
Nevi'im  (Prophets)
Ketuvim  (Writings)


	Old Testament (Christianity)

	Pentateuch
Historical
Wisdom
Prophetic
Deuterocanonical


	Bible portal

	· v
· t
· e


The Minor Prophets or Twelve Prophets (Aramaic: תרי עשר‎, Trei Asar, "Twelve"), occasionally Book of the Twelve, is the last book of the Nevi'im, the second main division of the Jewish Tanakh. The collection is broken up to form twelve individual books in the Christian Old Testament, one for each of the prophets. The terms "minor prophets" and "twelve prophets" can also refer to the twelve traditional authors of these works.

The term "Minor" relates to the length of each book (ranging from a single chapter to fourteen); even the longest is short compared to the three major prophets, Isaiah, Ezekiel and Jeremiah. It is not known when these short works were collected and transferred to a single scroll, but the first extra-biblical evidence we have for the Twelve as a collection is c. 190 BCE in the writings of Jesus ben Sirach,[1] and evidence from the Dead Sea Scrolls suggests that the modern order was established by 150 BCE.[2] It is believed that initially the first six were collected, and later the second six were added; the two groups seem to complement each other, with Hosea through Micah raising the question of iniquity, and Nahum through Malachi proposing resolutions.[3]
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Composition[edit]
See also: Book of Hosea, Book of Joel, Book of Amos, Book of Obadiah, Book of Jonah, Book of Micah, Book of Nahum, Book of Habakkuk, Book of Zephaniah, Book of Haggai, Book of Zechariah, and Book of Malachi
Many, though not all, modern scholars agree that the editing process which produced the Book of the Twelve reached its final form in Jerusalem during the Achaemenid period (538–332 BCE), although there is disagreement over whether this was early or late.[4] Scholars usually assume that there exists an original core of prophetic tradition behind each book which can be attributed to the figure after whom it is named.[5] The noteworthy exception is the Book of Jonah, an anonymous work containing no prophetic oracles, which Katherine Dell holds was probably composed in the Hellenistic period (332–167 BCE).[6]
In general, each book includes three types of material:

· Autobiographical material in the first person, some of which may go back to the prophet in question;

· Biographical materials about the prophet in the third person – which incidentally demonstrate that the collection and editing of the books was completed by persons other than the prophets themselves;

· Oracles or speeches by the prophets, usually in poetic form, and drawing on a wide variety of genres, including covenant lawsuit, oracles against the nations, judgment oracles, messenger speeches, songs, hymns, narrative, lament, law, proverb, symbolic gesture, prayer, wisdom saying, and vision.[7]
The comparison of different ancient manuscripts indicates that the order of the individual books was originally fluid. The arrangement found in current Bibles is roughly chronological. First come those prophets dated to the early Assyrian period: Hosea, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, and Micah; Joel is undated, but it was possibly placed before Amos because parts of a verse near the end of Joel (3.16 [4.16 in Hebrew]) and one near the beginning of Amos (1.2) are identical. Also we can find in both Amos (4.9 and 7.1–3) and Joel a description of a plague of locusts. These are followed by prophets that are set in the later Assyrian period: Nahum, Habakkuk, and Zephaniah. Last come those set in the Persian period: Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi. However it is important to note that chronology was not the only consideration, as "It seems that an emphatic focus on Jerusalem and Judah was [also] a main concern.[1] For example, Obadiah is generally understood as reflecting the destruction of Jerusalem in 586 BCE.[8] and would therefore fit later in a purely chronological sequence.

Sequence of books[edit]
In the Hebrew Bible, these works were counted as one book. The works are commonly studied together, and are consistently ordered in Jewish, Protestant and Catholic Bibles as:

· Hosea (Osee)

· Joel
· Amos
· Obadiah (Abdias)

· Jonah (Jonas)

· Micah (Micheas)

· Nahum
· Habakkuk (Habacuc)

· Zephaniah (Sophanias)

· Haggai (Aggeus)

· Zechariah (Zacharias)

· Malachi (Malachias)

In many Orthodox Christian Bibles they are ordered according to the Septuagint, thus:

· Hosea
· Amos
· Micah
· Joel
· Obadiah
· Jonah
· Nahum
· Habakkuk
· Zephaniah
· Haggai
· Zechariah
· Malachi
Christian commemoration[edit]
In the Roman Catholic Church, the twelve minor prophets are read in the Tridentine Breviary during the fourth and fifth weeks of November, which are the last two weeks of the liturgical year.

In Year 1 of the modern Lectionary, Haggai, Zechariah, Jonah, Malachi, and Joel are read in weeks 25–27 of Ordinary Time. In Year 2, Amos, Hosea, and Micah are read in weeks 14–16 of Ordinary Time. In Year 1 of the two-year cycle of the Office of Readings in the Liturgy of the Hours, Micah 4 and 7 are read in the third week of Advent; Amos, Hosea, Micah, Zephaniah, Nahum, and Habakkuk are read in weeks 22–29 of Ordinary Time. In Year 2, Haggai and Zechariah 1–8 are read in weeks 11–12 of Ordinary Time; Obadiah, Joel, Malachi, Jonah, and Zechariah 9–14 are read in Week 18.

They are collectively commemorated in the Calendar of saints of the Armenian Apostolic Church on July 31.

See also[edit]
· Prophet
· Major prophet
· Books of the Bible
· Biblical prophecy
· List of Biblical prophets
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The 12 Minor Prophets

Twelve "minor prophets" form one "book" concluding the Prophets, the middle section of the Hebrew Bible.

BY SHAWN ASTER
YOU MIGHT ALSO LIKE



 

Prophets (Nevi’im)
BIBLE


 

Jonah’s Lesson in Divine Mercy
BIBLE
My Jewish Learning is a not-for-profit and relies on your help

The “Twelve Minor Prophets” is the eighth and last “book” in the second section of the Hebrew Bible, the Nevi’im, or Prophets. It is, as its name implies, not a unified whole but a collection of 12 independent books, by (at least) 12 different prophets.

“Minor” refers not to their importance but to their length: All were considered important enough to enter the Hebrew Bible, but none was long enough to form an independent book. One of these, Obadiah, is only a single chapter long, and the longest (Hosea and Zechariah) are each 14 chapters. They range in time from Hosea and Amos, both of whom date to the middle of the eighth century B.C.E. ,to parts of the books of Zechariah and Malachi, which are probably from the beginning of the fourth century B.C.E.

One theme that unifies the 12 prophets is Israel’s relationship with God. What does God demand of humans? How do historical events signify God’s word? These are questions that appear throughout Biblical prophecy. But nowhere in the Bible does a single book present as wide a variety of views on these subjects as does the collection of the Twelve Minor Prophets. Even within a single time period, there is a remarkable diversity of views.

Hosea and Amos

Both Hosea and Amos were composed in the second half of the eighth century, in the Northern Kingdom of Israel. The king of Israel from approximately 790 to 750 B.C.E. was Jeroboam II (son of Joash), who built Israel into a wealthy trading empire by controlling the trade routes to Damascus on both sides of the Jordan. In response to this, Amos focused in his prophecies on the economic disparities created by Israel’s newfound wealth, criticizing the wealthy Israelites’ lack of concern for the fate of the poor. He castigated those who “lie on beds of ivory, sprawled on their couches, eating the fattest of sheep and cattle from the stalls who drink from wine bowls, and anoint themselves with the choicest oils, but are not concerned about the ruin of (the House of) Joseph.” (Amos 6:4-6). (“Joseph” is one term used to refer to the Northern Kingdom.)

In contrast, Hosea focused on the theme of Israel’s loyalty to God. The new wealth and new openness to foreign trade created, in Hosea’s view, other forces threatening Israel’s exclusive loyalty to God. One such force is the influence of Assyria: “Ephraim (i.e. the Kingdom of Israel, centered around the inheritance of the tribe of Ephraim) went to Assyria and sent embassies to the “great king,” but he cannot heal you, nor can he remove your hurt.” (Hosea 5:13) Hosea describes God as longing for the day when Israel will declare “Let us return to God, for He attacked us but will heal us, smote us, but will bandage us…we will know, no, rather we will run quickly to know God” (Hosea 6:1-3).
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Micah

The next of the Minor Prophets, working historically, was Micah, who prophesied at the end of the eighth century in Judah, the Southern Kingdom. He was active at the same time as Isaiah, whose prophecies are recorded in first part of the long Biblical book bearing this name. During this time period, the Assyrian empire threatened to conquer Judah, and here we encounter a difference of views and emphases between prophets of the same period. Micah was a practical and national thinker; Isaiah had a more universal vision. Whereas Isaiah’s vision of the End of Days is universal, ending with the famous sentence “Nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war anymore” (Isaiah 2:4), Micah adopts but changes this vision, adding two sentences that focus particularly on the nation of Judah: “Each man shall sit under his vine and under his fig tree, with no one to make him afraid, for thus has the mouth of the Lord God of Hosts spoken. For though all the nations will go in the name of their individual god, we will walk in the name of the Lord our God forever” (Micah 4:4-5).

Obadiah, Nahum Habakkuk, & Zephaniah

The next of the Twelve Prophets are Obadiah, Nahum, Habakkuk (especially chapters 1-2) and Zephaniah, all of whom prophesied around the time of the destruction of Judah, at the end of the seventh and beginning of the sixth centuries. Despite the fact that they all

prophesied in the same period, they hone in on different issues. Zephaniah refers to idolatry and corruption in Jerusalem, describing the punishment of the impending “day of the Lord” (Zephaniah 1:7). Nahum’s prophecy speaks about the fall of Nineveh,which was conquered by the Babylonians in 612 BCE. Habakkuk focused on the social injustice in Judah and announced its destruction at the hands of the Babylonians. “Behold, I bring up upon you the Chaldeans (a term often used to refer to the tribes in southern Babylonia), a bitter and furious people, going to the ends of the earth to take over others’ habitations” (Habakkuk 1:6). Obadiah picks up the theme of the destruction, raging against the Edomites for despoiling Judah while the Babylonians destroyed the cities.

Haggai, Zechariah & Malachi

The last group within the Twelve Prophets is Haggai, Zechariah (especially chapters 1-8), and Malachi, all of whom prophesy after the Babylonian exile. (The history of this period, when the second Temple was being rebuilt,is described in the biblical books of Ezra and Nehemiah.) Each of the three was preoccupied with a different issue. Haggai encouraged the people to rebuild the Temple, despite their grinding poverty. Zechariah (in chapters 1-8) focused on the theme of God choosing and desiring Israel: “Sing and rejoice, O daughter of Zion, behold I come and I will dwell within you, says the Lord” (Zechariah 2:14). Malachi spoke about the social and religious problems of the return to Zion: neglect of sacrifices (Malachi 1:6-14) and intermarriage (Malachi 2:11-12).

The historical setting of several passages in the Twelve Prophets are debated: Scholars argue about the dating of Habakkuk 3 and Zechariah 9-14, and it is quite probable that Zechariah 9-14 were written earlier than the time of Zechariah.

Joel

The dating of the entire book of Joel is also uncertain. Joel chapters 1-2 prophesy about a plague of locusts that would come upon the land, and urge the people to pray and repent. It is not clear if this refers to an actual plague or is a metaphor for an anticipated invasion of Judah.

Jonah

One of the Twelve Prophets stands out as unconnected to any historical event. This is the book of Jonah, also the only one to deal solely with universal themes, rather than with Israel’s particular relationship with God. In chapters 1-2, Jonah attempts to escape from God’s Presence; through his interactions with the sailors in chapter 1, he comes to see God as the source of life, and to long for God. In chapters 3-4, Jonah confronts God’s policy of reward and punishment, and is forced to undergo the experience of losing something he needs. Through this lesson, God teaches Jonah that His love for humans is overarching and that God is therefore inclined to be merciful and to prefer repentance to punishment.
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The prophets had a rough gig. While they had privilege of sharing the amazing news of redemption and restoration, it usually wasn’t until after they laid down the coming judgment of God. Their calls for repentance didn’t usually fall onto listening ears or teachable hearts, and bad marriages, terrible nightmares, and much weeping often plagued them. They predicted and warned about the Assyrian takeover, the destruction of their own people brought forth by idolatry, and Babylonian captivity. These minor prophets undoubtedly played a major role in the history of Israel. Most incredibly, they even got to tell of the coming king.

Photo Credit: Unsplash/Alexandru Tudorache
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Hosea

Who he was: Hosea’s covenantal marriage is torn by infidelity, but God experiences unfaithfulness from his people daily. While many of the minor prophets experienced difficult calls on their lives, Hosea lived out a metaphor in which he was called to marry Gomer, a prostitute who would consistently return to her promiscuous ways. Hosea was active as a prophet during the mid to late 700s BC, close to the times of both Isaiah and Micah, and “during the reigns of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah, kings of Judah, and during the reign of Jeroboam son of Jehoash king of Israel.”

Why Hosea is important: Not only can a follower of Christ relate with this book when they know their own heart’s propensity to wander, but it makes the judgment and restoration of God feel more personal. The parallel of Israel's relationship with God and Hosea’s marriage to Gomer connects the reader with the emotions of God; not just in his righteous judgment, but also in the betrayal he felt from the people he calls his own.

Verse to remember: “For I desire mercy, not sacrifice, and acknowledgment of God rather than burnt offerings.” Hosea 6:6
 

Photo Credit: Thinkstock
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Joel

Who he was: Although little is certain about this prophet, the focus Joel had on Jerusalem and the temple’s functionaries may indicate he lived in the Judean capitol, and ministered there as a prophet. Joel was clearly a student of the prophesies and history of God’s people, for in his three-chapter book you can find quotes from multiple other prophets.

Why Joel is important: Catastrophe had just struck the people of Judah. A locust infestation had decimated the hearts and possessions of the people, and Joel’s message warned that there were more invasions still to come. Joel pleads with the people that they would rend their hearts and not their garments and show true repentance. Important terminology like The Day of the Lord, and the foretelling of the Holy Spirit being given to believers are also found in this short three-chapter book.

Verse to remember: “And afterward, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your old men will dream dreams, your young men will see visions.” Joel 2:28
Photo Credit: Unsplash/Riccardo Chiarini
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Amos

Who he was: A fig-tree farmer, a shepherd, and a man with resolute courage, Amos stood against those who would not hear from him due to his humble beginnings. Amos knew he must deliver the message that God had placed within him, and he left Judah to travel to Israel at a time when the nation was stable but being ruled by the corrupt Jeroboam the Second.

Why Amos is important: Amos begins his prophecies in fascinating order. He starts with listing the sins and heralding the devastation that will be directed at Israel’s enemies. All those surrounding Israel will be judged for their crimes against humanity, but then Amos turns his attention to Israel, who does not escape the perilous prophecies. Israel will be judged for their crimes against God, who roars like a lion from Zion, and much of that judgment will come from Egypt and Assyria.

Some of the prophets have a thread of redemption woven through all their poetic predictions, but Amos saves his hope for the very end. In fact, he waits for the very last paragraph. He delivers the message that the people must stop the insanity of idolatry; Israel must repent. Only then will God plant Israel in their own land, “never to be uprooted again.”

Verse to remember:“ In that day I will restore David’s fallen shelter — I will repair its broken walls and restore its ruins — and will rebuild it as it used to be...” Amos 9:11
Photo Credit: Unsplash
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Obadiah

Who he was: Obadiah was a common name, so this book cannot be assigned with certainty to any of the Obadiah’s mentioned in the Old Testament, and the date is up for debate as well. Verses 11-14 make many Study Bibles suggest that this book was most likely written around the same time that Jeremiah was on the scene due to the similarities in their prophecies.

Why Obadiah is important: Paul Carter suggests, “The Book of Obadiah has been preserved because it reminds all people everywhere that how they treat his covenant people will be taken as an indicator of faith.” While the judgment is pronounced against Edom (descendants of Esau), the world-wide scope of this book reminds us that while no nation will escape the judgment of God, there is also an invitation to repentance and redemption for all as well.

Verse to remember: “The day of the LORD is near for all nations. As you have done, it will be done to you; your deeds will return upon your own head.” Obadiah 1:15
Photo Credit: Unsplash
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Jonah

Who he was: Jonah is one of, if not the most, well known minor prophet. He was active during the eighth century BC, and had a personal distaste for the people of Nineveh, the capital of Assyria. His tale of being swallowed by a giant sea creature is probably being told in a Sunday school class near you this weekend.

Why Jonah is important: Jonah tries to run from his call, but this book shows God’s willingness to let people experience drastic detours to get them back on the right path. It also connects with the hearts of people that question God and why he does things, but guides the reader back to knowing that even if you do not agree God’s will reigns supreme. He will show mercy to those who oppose him if they turn from their ways.

Verse to remember: “To the roots of the mountains I sank down; the earth beneath barred me in forever. But you, LORD my God, brought my life up from the pit.” Jonah 2:6
Photo Credit: Unsplash
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Micah

Who he was: Micah from Moresheth prophesied during the times of Isaiah, Hosea, and Amos in the late eighth century. His message was delivered to Israel and Judah with through anguished tears. “Because of this I will weep and wail; I will go about barefoot and naked. I will howl like a jackal and moan like an owl”. Micah 1:8
Why Micah is important: Micah pulled no punches when it came to the social constructs and the leaders of Judah and Israel. He denounced the rulers, the prophets, and the oppressors of God’s people. Like many other prophetic books Micah warns of judgment and offers the hope of redemption, but Micah 6:8 is quoted often to remind God’s people that the principles governing His kingdom are not driven by economic pressure but the motivations of the heart.

Verse to remember: “He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. And what does the LORD require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.” Micah 6:8
Photo Credit: Unsplash/Josh Applegate
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Nahum

Who he was: Nahum comes approximately 150 years after Jonah to pronounce Nineveh under judgment even while Assyria flaunted its power and wealth. Nahum carries the weight of this message to the unrepentant Assyrians: “’I am against you,’ declares the LORD Almighty. ‘I will burn up your chariots in smoke, and the sword will devour your young lions. I will leave you no prey on the earth. The voices of your messengers will no longer be heard.’” Nahum 2:13
Why Nahum is important: Nahum’s prophetic works begin by focusing on the awesomeness of God. Reminders of his glory, mercy, and judgment are highlighted in a poem before Nahum begins to layout the devastation in store for the Assyrian capital, Nineveh. “Woe to the city of blood, full of lies, full of plunder, never without victims!” Nahum 3:1 The encouragement found here is that though God is slow to anger he will not stand by when a pattern of malicious destruction is present.

Verse to remember: “The LORD is good, a refuge in times of trouble. He cares for those who trust in him...” Nahum 1:7
Photo Credit: Unsplash
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Habakkuk

Who he was: What is most fascinating about Habakkuk is that he doesn’t arrive announcing judgment on a nation or city, but lamenting over the horrors he sees at work in Israel, and the terrors God is allowing Babylon to carry out. Habakkuk cries out to God because of every terror he witnesses, and the God of Job answers, again. The historical references in his book seem to indicate it was written mid 600 B.C.

Why Habakkuk is important: This book opens a window to the heart of a man who both loved and questioned God. Habakkuk had faith in God, but the honesty of his inquiring connects with the doubting heart struggling to hold to faith in the face of pain. “How long, LORD, must I call for help, but you do not listen? Or cry out to you, “Violence!” but you do not save?” Habakkuk 1:2 This book is edifying to the body of Christ because of the candid reflection that ultimately lands in the place of trust.

Verse to remember: “LORD, I have heard of your fame; I stand in awe of your deeds, LORD. Repeat them in our day, in our time make them known; in wrath remember mercy.” Habakkuk 3:2
Photo Credit: Unsplash
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Zephaniah

Who he was: Zephaniah was faithful to Judah and Israel and served during King Josiah’s attempts to bring repentance. Year after year, Zephaniah tried to warn them of the consequences their persistent idol worship would bring them.

Why Zephaniah is important: He uses devastating imagery to show the death their apostasy will bring upon their nation, but the judgment is designed to bring purity and unity. We see in Zephaniah 3:9 the intention, “’Then I will purify the lips of the peoples, that all of them may call on the name of the LORD and serve him shoulder to shoulder.’” When we remember that there will be rejoicing on the other side of correction, it can help us choose to be faithful even in the most trying times.

Verse to remember: “The LORD your God is with you, the Mighty Warrior who saves. He will take great delight in you; in his love he will no longer rebuke you, but will rejoice over you with singing.” Zephaniah 3:17
Photo Credit: Unsplash
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Haggai

Who he was: Haggai was mentioned in the book of Ezra,along with Zechariah, as those who spoke for God. Haggai is present during the rebuilding of the temple after Babylon was conquered and Cyrus allowed the Jews to return to the Promised Land.

Why Haggai is important: This book reminds us where our priorities should be. It is easy after difficult times to stay in something of a survival mode, but God reminds the returning Israelite exiles that recovering from tragedy takes work, and healing work takes courage. He says, “‘Who of you is left who saw this house in its former glory? How does it look to you now? Does it not seem to you like nothing? But now be strong, Zerubbabel,’ declares the LORD. ‘Be strong, Joshua son of Jozadak, the high priest. Be strong, all you people of the land,’ declares the LORD, ‘and work. For I am with you,’ declares the LORD Almighty.” Haggai 2:3-4
Verse to remember: “Now this is what the LORD Almighty says: “Give careful thought to your ways.” Haggai 1:5
Photo Credit: Unsplash
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Zechariah

Who he was: As he went as a representative for the Great I AM, Zechariah also spoke in visions that recounted the consequences Israel had experienced for their apostasy, and awakened hope for the coming king – Jesus Christ.

Why Zechariah is important: The dreams of Zechariah are all relevant to Israel even though the man among the myrtle trees, the horns and craftsmen, a measuring line, Joshua being cleansed

 HYPERLINK "https://www.biblestudytools.com/zechariah/4.html" , lampstands and olive trees, a flying scroll, a woman in a basket, and chariots may seem like an esoteric dream sequence to the modern-day reader. These strange visions speak to the coming rest for the exiles, judgment, the sin that led them into captivity, restoration made pure through remaining faithful to the Word of God, and the New Jerusalem. After the visions come messianic prophesies that breathe hope into the weary souls of the returning exiles.

Verse to remember: “So he said to me, “This is the word of the LORD to Zerubbabel: ‘Not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit,’ says the LORD Almighty.” Zechariah 4:6
Photo Credit: Unsplash/NASA
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Malachi

Who he was: There is a possibility that Malachi is a pen name for the prophet writing. This book is estimated to be written approximately 450 years before Christ comes on the scene. He is the last of the biblical prophets before a period of silence that will be broken by the angels foretelling the births of John the Baptist and Jesus.

Why Malachi is important: Chuck Swindoll teaches that, “Malachi came along at a time when the people were struggling to believe that God loved them. The people focused on their unfortunate circumstances and refused to account for their own sinful deeds. So God pointed the finger back at them, and through Malachi, God told the people where they had fallen short of their covenant with Him. If they hoped to see changes, they needed to take responsibility for their own actions and serve God faithfully according to the promise their fathers had made to God on Mount Sinai all those years before.”

Verse to remember: “’But for you who revere my name, the sun of righteousness will rise with healing in its rays. And you will go out and frolic like well-fed calves. Then you will trample on the wicked; they will be ashes under the soles of your feet on the day when I act,’ says the LORD Almighty.” Malachi 4:2-3
Photo Credit: Unsplash/Les Anderson
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"God will not allow wickedness to go unchecked."

The great news found in the minor prophets is the reassurance that God is not blind to evil, and he will not allow wickedness to go unchecked. This clear judgment should terrify those who seek to harm the people of God and sow iniquity on the earth. The prophets also declare hope, restoration, and the coming Messiah, which was the greatest news ever shared until the news shifted to ‘the Messiah has arrived!’ in Jesus. 

Chara Donahue is a freelance writer who is working on her first book. She enjoys doing biblical counseling, speaking to women, and savoring coffee when her four kids are out playing with dad. She holds an MSEd from Corban University, is passionate about seeing people set free through God's truths, and is the founder and editor of Anchored Voices. Get in touch with her on Facebook or Twitter.
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NEXT: What Does it Mean that God is Alpha and Omega?


Sponsored Content on iBelieve.com



4 WAYS FOR FAMILIES TO SPEND MORE QUALITY TIME THIS HALLOWEEN
By Walmart
Even with jam-packed schedules, you can still make family time a priority with easy and meaningful activities that enable you to focus on the things that really matter.
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Week 2
Week 3: 2-page summary report is due. (5 pages of lecture notes.)
How the Minor Prophets Help Us Enjoy Jesus
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Article by 

Matthew S. Harmon
Professor, Grace College & Seminary

When it comes to true joy, Jesus was deadly serious. He tells his disciples, “These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full” (John 15:11). His words are the key to experiencing fullness of joy in our lives. But the words of Jesus are not merely what the Gospels record him saying. Jesus makes it clear that in some way everything in the Bible relates to him — his life, death, and resurrection, and his message of repentance and forgiveness (Luke 24:44–49).

If we’re honest, though, we can find parts of the Bible confusing, and even boring. We encounter strange customs, different kinds of literature, lists of unfamiliar names, and complicated systems of laws. As a result, we often gravitate toward certain parts of the Bible and avoid the uncomfortable terrain.

But if we believe what Jesus says about our joy in him hinging on the words of God, then we need the whole Bible. To maximize our joy in him we need maximal Scripture. So let’s look at how one often-neglected section of the Bible helps us enjoy Jesus: the Minor Prophets.

Six Fresh Glories

Despite their name, the “Minor” Prophets pack a major punch. These final twelve books of the Old Testament have strange names and often use poetic language to introduce people and stories that are literally thousands of years old. But when we read the Minor Prophets to know Jesus better, and enjoy him more deeply, we see his glory afresh in at least six ways.

1. Discover the character of Christ.
We see the manifold character of God that Jesus displays in his incarnation. God reveals himself as a jealous husband whose people have committed adultery with other gods (Hosea 1–3). Jesus is the Bridegroom of his redeemed people, the church (Mark 2:19–20; Ephesians 5:22–33).

God is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding steadfast love, but will not clear the guilty (Jonah 4:2; Nahum 1:2–3). Jesus was the fullest embodiment of grace and truth (John 1:16–18), while at the same time being the righteous Judge who will execute God’s wrath (Revelation 19:11–21).

2. Uncover the horror of the sin for which Jesus died.
We see the horrible depths of the sin that Jesus dies for on the cross. Often in graphic detail, the Minor Prophets describe the many different ways sin manifests itself, such as spiritual adultery (Hosea 2:1–13), idolatry (Hosea 4:10–19), mistreating others (Amos 1:2–2:16; Micah 2:1–3:12), racism (Jonah 1:1–6; 4:1–11), and impurity (Malachi 1:6–14).

We see the same sins in the world today and in our own hearts (Romans 1:18–3:19; Ephesians 2:1–3), exposing our need for Jesus.

3. Anticipate a real day when Jesus will judge the world.
We see the awful judgment that Jesus bears on the cross for his people. The Minor Prophets repeatedly refer to the coming Day of the Lord, when God will execute judgment on his enemies (Joel 1:2–2:11; Obadiah 1–16; Zephaniah 1:2–18). The judgment threatened for Israel and the surrounding nations anticipates the final judgment on all humanity on the last day (Acts 17:30–31).

It is this judgment for the sin of his people that Jesus took upon himself at the cross (Matthew 27:32–56).

4. Recognize the King of kings.
We see descriptions of the righteous king that Jesus fulfills. Unlike the unfaithful kings who ruled over Israel and Judah, God promises a king from David’s line who will establish peace and rule over God’s people as a shepherd (Micah 5:2–5). His reign will extend to all nations and transform creation itself (Amos 9:11–15; Zechariah 9:9; 14:9).

As the true son of David (Matthew 1:1), Jesus has become our peace (Ephesians 2:14) and rules over his people as the Good Shepherd (John 10:11–18). He sits at the right hand of the Father (Hebrews 1:1–13), awaiting the day when he will transform creation (Revelation 21–22).

5. Appreciate the beauty and cost of our salvation.
We see stunning promises of the salvation that Jesus accomplishes. Because God is compassionate, he promises he will tread our iniquities underfoot and cast all our sins into the depths of the sea (Micah 7:18–20).

As “the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world” (John 1:29, 35–36), Jesus “bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness” (1 Peter 2:24).

6. Remember we have Jesus’s Spirit living in us.
We see glorious promises of the Spirit that Jesus pours out on his people. As part of redeeming his people, God promises to pour out his Spirit on all his people, regardless of their sex or social status (Joel 2:28–32).

As the risen and exalted Lord, Jesus pours out the Spirit on his people to empower us to live holy lives and bear witness to him (Acts 2:1–41).

Minor Prophets for Maximum Joy

So, as we see the character of God in the Minor Prophets, our hearts are stirred with fresh wonder that he took on flesh and dwelled among us.

As we see the depths of our own sin, our hearts are prompted to confess and turn away from them.

As we see the awful judgment that our sin deserves and that Jesus experienced in our place, our hearts are moved with gratitude.

As we meet the all-powerful, perfectly righteous King of kings, we tremble at his holiness and authority, and submit ourselves totally to his lordship.

As we see the promises of salvation that we now experience through the work of Jesus, our hearts are filled with greater joy and assurance.

As we see the promises of the Spirit, that same Spirit witnesses to our hearts that we are children of God and heirs of an eternal inheritance.

The Minor Prophets will help you enjoy Jesus more deeply, if you let them. Why not begin your journey to greater joy in Jesus through reading the Minor Prophets? Pray that through these twelve short books God would open your eyes wider to see wonderful things in his word (Psalm 119:18) and shine into your heart brighter “the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ” (2 Corinthians 3:18–4:6).

Matthew S. Harmon (@DocHarmon) is professor of New Testament Studies at Grace College & Seminary in Winona Lake, Indiana, and serves on the preaching team of Christ’s Covenant Church. He is author of the new book Asking the Right Questions: A Practical Guide to Understanding and Applying the Bible.
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Week 3
Week 4:  2-page summary report is due. (5 pages of lecture notes).
The Twelve

OLD TESTAMENT

WRITTEN BY: 
· The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica
See Article History
Alternative Titles: Minor Prophets, The Twelve Prophets

The Twelve, also called The Twelve Prophets, or The Minor Prophets, book of the Hebrew Bible that contains the books of 12 minor prophets: Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi. In most other versions of the Old Testament, each of these 12 is treated as a separate book (e.g., the Book of Hosea), but in the Hebrew Bible they are consolidated into one book that is the last of eight books in the second division of the Hebrew Bible, known as Neviʾim (q.v.), or The Prophets. See Old Testament.

LEARN MORE in these related Britannica articles:
· 
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biblical literature: The first six minor prophets
The Book of Hosea, the first of the canonical Twelve (Minor) Prophets, was written by Hosea (whose name means “salvation,” or “deliverance”), a prophet who lived during the last years of the age of Jeroboam II in Israel and the period of…



· 
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Hebrew Bible
Hebrew Bible, collection of writings that was first compiled and preserved as the sacred books of the Jewish people. It constitutes a large portion of the Christian Bible. A brief treatment of the Hebrew Bible follows. For full treatment, see biblical literature. In its…
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Dead Sea Scrolls: Discovery and description
…remarkably well-preserved scroll of the 12 Minor Prophets that is virtually identical with the traditional biblical text.…



· 
Neviʾim
Neviʾim, the second division of the Hebrew Bible, or Old Testament, the other two being the Torah (the Law) and the Ketuvim (the Writings, or the Hagiographa). In the Hebrew canon the Prophets are divided into (1) the Former Prophets (Joshua, Judges, Samuel, and Kings) and…



· 
[image: image45.jpg]



Book of Jonah
Book of Jonah, the fifth of 12 Old Testament books that bear the names of the Minor Prophets, embraced in a single book, The Twelve, in the Jewish canon. Unlike other Old Testament prophetic books, Jonah is not a collection of the prophet’s oracles but primarily a narrative about the man. Jonah is…



MORE ABOUT The Twelve

2 REFERENCES FOUND IN BRITANNICA ARTICLES
Assorted References

· major reference
· In biblical literature: The first six minor prophets
· references in Dead Sea Scrolls
· In Dead Sea Scrolls: Discovery and description
ARTICLE HISTORY
 FEEDBACK

Corrections? Updates? Help us improve this article! Contact our editors with your feedback.
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Week 4
Week 5: 2-page summary report is due. (5 pages of lecture notes).
Timeline of the 
Minor Prophets

Questions?    -    Our Newsletter
What is commonly known as the "minor prophets" is a collection of writings in the Old Testament from twelve different men inspired by God. The longest of these books are Hosea and Zechariah, with each having fourteen (14) chapters. The shortest prophetic book in this series is Obadiah, with only one chapter, followed by Haggai, which has only two.

The Minor Prophets, in alphabetical order, are Amos, Habakkuk, Haggai, Hosea, Joel, Jonah, Malachi, Micah, Nahum, Obadiah, Zechariah, and Zephaniah. Their books are considered minor since each is much shorter than the writings of Isaiah (sixty-six chapters), Jeremiah (fifty-two chapters), and Ezekiel (forty-eight chapters). If all of their writings were combined into a single book, it would be only two-thirds of the size of Isaiah.

The Book of Daniel, although it contains important prophecies from Daniel’s time to the end of the age and Christ’s return, is not included as part of the writings of the minor prophets. This is because Daniel wrote in Babylon during the Jews' 70-year exile.

Please note that in the below Minor Prophets timeline that all dates are B.C. The text underneath each prophet is a brief description of the themes of their prophecies and to whom they are addressed or affect.

Kings of Israel and Judah
Ezekiel's wheel in a wheel vision
Map of the Babylonian Empire
798 - Jonah
Jonah as type of Jesus Christ and mercy to repentant. Against Nineveh, with implications to all people. Cruelty of Assyrians.

796 - Amos
Day of the Lord. Against Israel, Judah, Benjamin and all nations. Oppression of the poor, sexual immorality, wanton luxury and corrupt laws.

796 to 719 - Hosea 
Salvation. Against Israel (Ten Tribes of Israel). Adultery, drunkenness, idolatry, licentiousness.
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Habakkuk and the Angel

Gian Lorenzo Bernini, 1655 - 61

740 to 711 - Micah 
The Eternal is a just Judge. Against Samaria, Jerusalem and All Nations. Lack of justice and oppression.

711 - Nahum
Judgment on Nineveh and comfort to Israel. Against Assyrians, primarily city of Nineveh. Cruelty of Assyrians, overstepped boundaries.

626 - Habakkuk
God embraces Judah through destroying the Chaldeans. Against Babylon with implications for all people. Aggression, plunder, greed, graft, idolatry and inhumanity.

626 - Zephaniah
God's indignation, Israel repents then God saves them. Against Judah, and ALL people, concerning the Day of the Lord. Spiritual fornication.

596 to 586 - Joel
Day of the Lord. Against Israel and all people. Adultery, drunkenness, idolatry, licentiousness.

590 - Obadiah
Day of the Lord, Edom's Destruction, Israel's restoration. Against Edom. Edom had continual violence toward Jacob.

520 - Haggai
The restoration Temple points to the Church. Concerning Zerubbabel, Joshua and the returned remnant. Neglect in building God's House, procrastination.

520 to 518 - Zechariah
The coming of God's Kingdom preceded by building of Temple. Concerning Zerubbabel, Joshua and the returned remnant. Joshua's filthy garments, lack of judgment, mercy and peace.

c. 400 - Malachi
Be prepared for the Messenger that is to come. Concerning Israel and 'Israel of God' today (the church). Priests neglect duties, people chided for divorce, adultery, criticizing, robbing God of tithes.

Additional Study Materials

World empires from Babylon to Beast!
What should be done about false prophets?
Did Elijah have a sense of humor?
Who are the Major Prophets?
Bible Answers   -   Beginners   -   Basic Articles
Maps + Timelines   -   Pictures   -   Prophecy
Trivia!    -    Study by Topic    -    In-Depth
Biblical Humor        -        Apostle Paul
Newsletter   -   Bookstore   -   Free
New!    -    About    -    Sitemap
© The Bible Study Site
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Week 5
Week 6:  2-page summary report is due. (8 pages of lecture notes).
Who Were The Minor Prophets? A List and Bible Study

by JACK WELLMAN · 
 Print · 
 Email
Why are the Minor Prophets called ”minor?”  Who are these men and what was their purpose in writing their books?



The reason we call them the Minor Prophets doesn’t mean that their messages are minor. Indeed, these “minors” major in the major prophecies as we will see.

The Minor Prophets
The Minor Prophets are not called minor because they are unimportant but because of the size of their books.  Prophets like Jeremiah, Isaiah and Ezekiel have large books and so these prophets are called the Major Prophets only because their books are larger, not because they are more important.  The prophets of the Old Testament do not appear in chronological order but they are ordered in their sequence because the larger books of the prophets came first, just as in the Epistles or letters of Paul where not written in chronological or time-sequence order but according to their length, like Romans and 1 and 2 Corinthians come before the shorter books of Philippians and Ephesians.  The reason we call them the Minor Prophets doesn’t mean that their messages are minor.  Indeed, these “minors” major in the major prophecies as we will see.

The Twelve Minor Prophets
It is interesting that there are twelve prophets because that was the number of disciples and later, apostles and there were also twelve tribes of Israel.  The number twelve in the Bible is associated with governmental perfection and sometimes relates to God’s divine authority or sovereignty.  Here is a list of each of the twelve Minor Prophets in the order that they appear, not in the order in which they were written, and the major implications of their books.  You might also notice that the prophet’s names have similar meanings to their messages, like Hosea prophecies about salvation and repentance and that is what his name means.

Hosea
Hosea’s name means “salvation” and his book was written primarily to the Northern Kingdom and as his name suggests, he seeks Israel’s salvation by repentance, otherwise they face destruction and captivity, which eventually happens when the Assyrians invade and take the Northern Kingdom as slaves. The same problems that Hosea dealt with are those that seem to be present in today’s secular world; syncretism and idolatry.  Syncretism in the fact that there are a hodgepodge of mystery, false and cult religions and there is idolatry in the sense of people making entertainment, pleasure, or self the central focus of their life.  The parallels of the Northern Kingdom and nations today are that there is a decline in the worship of God, of religion, and in increase in political, social justice, and moral depravity. Read the Book of Hosea and you will see similarities to many nations of the world today and the fate could be similar to that of the Northern Kingdom.

Joel
Joel’s name means Jehovah or Yahweh is God or Lord.  The main focus of the Book of Joel is the coming Day of the Lord.  He writes about a coming judgment or destruction of the land’s vegetation by locusts.  Whether these are real locusts and they devour crops in a time of drought or they are implements of war, we cannot be certain. Joel speaks of a “day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and thick darkness” (2:2) but he also describes the judgment of the nations for crimes against His people (3:2-19).   Although there appears to be a parallel between Israel being attacked and Christians being persecuted, the message seems to be specifically sent to the unrepentant nation of Israel, although many principles have application to those outside of the stock of Israel.   God seeks to have His people return (repent) to Him with fasting, praying, and weeping (humbling themselves) before Him (1:13-14; 2:15-17).

Amos
Amos’ name means “to carry” or “born (carried) by God.”  He primarily prophesied to the Northern Kingdom who had become comfortably wealthy and began to have a false sense of security. Amos focused on two areas of sin in both the Southern Kingdom (Judah) and the Northern Kingdom (Israel).  Two of the greatest sins that were occurring in the Northern Kingdom are also prevalent today, such as social injustice and idolatry.  There is so much corruption in governments of the world and this corruption leads down to the most remote small, rural towns.  The idolatry of pleasure and prosperity takes the place of God because money can sometimes take the place of God and provide; security, food, and pleasures…but it is a false sense of security and that are what Amos tries to warn these nations about.

Obadiah
Obadiah means “servant of God” or “servant of the Lord.” Obadiah tries to reassure Judah that Edom’s vicious and deadly attack against them will be avenged by God Himself.  This was written because Judah’s faith was very weak and God wanted to ensure the nation that He still cared for His people and that He is always at work for them, even during evil times such as this time period.  Today, the church faces growing persecution and believers need to turn to this book for reassurance that God will never leave them and that He will judge believer’s persecutors in due time.

Jonah
Jonah’s name means “peace” or “dove” of which a dove is symbolic of.  Jonah shows us that you cannot run and you cannot hide from God or His express, divine will.  There is no place to hide, nowhere to run, where God is not at.  Jonah resisted until he was trapped in the belly of a great fish and even then he resisted wanting to save Nineveh because Nineveh was one of Israel’s worst enemies and bitter rivals and those were the last people on earth that Jonah wanted saved.  The lesson here for Christians may be that God desires all to be saved and even those who have been our enemies are people that God seeks to save and since He has compassion for them, so should we.

Related reading:  Bible Story Summary of Book of Jonah
Micah
Micah’s name means “who is like God?”  The answer of course is no one is like God. He alone is transcendent.  Micah’s message was that the great disparity between the very rich and the very poor was a judgment against them.  Greedy landlords (2:1-5) and political corruption had caused the entire nation to be morally bankrupt (6:9-16; 7:1-7) so God rose up the great nation of Assyria to be His rod of correction to bring the nation under His righteous judgment.  There are great similarities between ancient Israel and Judah and the nations today.

Nahum
Nahum’s name means “comfort” or “comforter.”  Nahum’s message was designed to bring a voice of relief, comfort, and joy for those who had been suffering under the hand of oppressive nations.  These merciless nations will not go unpunished and this book is intended to comfort God’s people with the fact that no crimes against them have escaped His sight.   Most assuredly God will avenge His people and the relevance for believers today is that those who despitefully use us, unfairly accuse us, and shamefully abuse us will be dealt with by God so we must leave vengeance up to Him (Rom 12:19; Duet 32:35).

Habakkuk
This minor prophet’s name means “embrace.”  What a comforting thought it is that God wants to embrace us during great trials and that we should embrace His Word.  Habakkuk is consumed with a burning desire to proclaim the glory of the Lord.  Habakkuk reminds the readers of Jeremiah’s book because of his deep concern for the wayward people of Israel which had turned their back on God and on His covenant.  Habakkuk gives hope because of the certainty of God’s coming (3:3-7) and the assurance that He will judge the nations that are opposed to His purpose (3:8-15).

Zephaniah
This prophet’s name means “hidden by God.”  The book begins with a universal declaration that judgment is swiftly coming and that the remnants of Israel and other nations will be saved in that day when He returns (3:9-13) and like Romans 8:28, that even the evil things that occur can be used to accomplish God’s will.  Even though Zephaniah speaks about a day of gloom and doom, God will save all who call out to His name and a remnant will be saved (3:11).

Haggai
Haggai’s name has a much different name that most of the prophets.  His name means “festive.”  Why festive?  God does not name His people or prophets without purpose and so Haggai optimistically calls on His people to repent and rebuild His holy temple because the sovereign God desires to be worshipped and He is most worthy (1:8).  God is concerned that His people have lost the desire for God’s presence.  Haggai writes in the hopes that God’s people will repent and then rebuild the temple and only then will God’s presence return to them. Haggai wants to remind God’s people that He desires to have a relationship with them (2:4-5).

Zechariah
The name of this prophet is a reminder to God’s people that He will not forget His own, as Zechariah’s name means “remembered by God.”  Zechariah is one of the prophets whose book mentions language that suggests a coming Messiah (2:5, 10) and even the coming of the Christ into the city riding on a colt (young donkey) which is fulfilled in the New Testament (9:9-10).  Zechariah’s language is that the interwoven nature of the present and the past cannot be separated and for this reason it makes it difficult to determine in portions of his book whether he is writing about things present or things to come.

Malachi
Malachi’s name means “my messenger” and by the word “my” he means God’s messenger.  This last book in the Old Testament is like a final warning or parting shot to Israel that the great and terrible day of the Lord is coming (4:1-2).  God is angry with the fact that His people are robbing Him of His tithes and offerings and also those they are not paying the laborer their due wages (3:1-8).   Malachi also gives the prophecy that Elijah will come again just before the day of the Lord (4:5-6).  This was fulfilled in the coming of John the Baptist who came in the spirit of Elijah preaching repentance (Mark 1:4; Matt 3:1).

Conclusion
One thing is certain and that is the fact that all of these prophets testify that the Lord is coming again but this time it will be to judge all of those that refuse to repent and trust in Christ.  For the unrepentant, it will be swift and sudden judgment.  There will be no second chance.  Time may be short.  If Christ returns at this moment or the next, and a person has not trusted in Christ after repentance, this doom will be too terrible to even describe with words (Rev 20:11-15).   I am certainly no prophet but I can assure you that all of those who refuse to bend the knee today will bend it someday.  We will all stand before the Lord to give an account for our lives.  Jesus Christ is coming again and He will either be your Savior or He will be your Judge.

Related reading: Books of the Bible: Complete List With Authors
Resources: New International Version Bible (NIV) THE HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®, NIV® Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.™ Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide

Would you like to get the daily question in your FB messenger? Just click the button below to get started.

Tagged as: bible, Minor, Old Testament, Prophets
Share this post: SU | Reddit | Digg | Facebook | Twitter
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Article by Jack Wellman
Jack Wellman is a father and grandfather and a Christian author, freelance writer, and pastor at the Mulvane (KS) Brethren church in Mulvane, Kansas. Graduate work at Moody Bible Institute. His books are inexpensive paperbacks that are theological in nature: “Teaching Children The Gospel/How to Raise Godly Children,“ “Do Babies Go To Heaven?/Why Does God Allow Suffering?,“ "The Great Omission; Reaching the Lost for Christ," and “Blind Chance or Intelligent Design?, Empirical Methodologies & the Bible."

JACK HAS WRITTEN 892 ARTICLES ON WHAT CHRISTIANS WANT TO KNOW! READ THEM IN THE ARCHIVE BELOW.

If you like what you're reading, you can get free daily updates through the RSS feed here. Thanks for stopping by!

{ 1 comment… read it below or add one }
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Nathan Obiero March 26, 2018 at 4:22 am
Your work is highly educative… thank you



Read more: https://www.whatchristianswanttoknow.com/who-were-the-minor-prophets-a-list-and-bible-study/#ixzz5VBtJAOm1
[image: image56.png]Habakkuk <

Prayer & Praise

© John Stevenson, 2010
Maps by David P. Barrett, used by permission



 [image: image57.png]VAT ERIEY] <
Judgment Against Judah

© John Stevenson, 2010
Maps by David P. Barrett, used by permission



Week 6
Week 7:  2-page summary report is due. (5 pages of lecture notes).

July 6, 2011
Tour of the Bible, part 5: the Minor Prophets
Andy Rau
Andy is the former senior manager of content for Bible Gateway. He currently works at Calvin College.

Last month we revived our Tour of the Bible series to examine the Major Prophets. Today, we’ll take a look at the so-called Minor Prophets—and we’ll conclude our tour of the Old Testament while we’re at it. In case you missed them, here are the previous installments of our Tour of the Bible:

· Part 1: the Books of Moses
· Part 2: the Historical Books
· Part 3: the Wisdom Books
· Part 4: the Major Prophets
There are twelve Minor Prophets, each of whom is given a separate book in Protestant and Catholic Bibles. In order of their appearance in the Bible, they’re Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi. They’re described as “minor” not because they’re less important than the books of the Major Prophets, but because they’re shorter in length (most of them can easily be read in a single sitting). Together, their indictments of Israel’s drift away from God set the stage for the New Covenant that will be ushered in with the person of Jesus Christ.

Let’s take a brief look at each of the Minor Prophets in turn.

Hosea
Hosea had the dubious honor of having his life used as a living moral object lesson for Israel—instructed by God to marry an unfaithful wife, he spoke movingly and earnestly about God’s sorrow at Israel’s “adulterous affairs” with false gods and His willingness to forgive.

Joel
Joel’s recorded prophecies are short but direct. He described God’s coming judgment as an “invasion of locusts”—a clear and terrifying image for Iron Age Israelite society. However, Joel is best known for predicting the “pouring out” of the Holy Spirit which would occur hundreds of years later at Pentecost, as described in Acts 2.

Amos
Amos was a simple shepherd called to deliver a message nobody wanted to hear: Israel had grown complacent, spiritually lazy, and hypocritical. Injustice, in the form of slavery, greed, and mistreatment of the poor, was commonplace. Amos’ criticisms still strike home two thousand years later:

Hear this, you who trample the needy
and do away with the poor of the land, saying,
“When will the New Moon be over
that we may sell grain,
and the Sabbath be ended
that we may market wheat?”–
skimping on the measure,
boosting the price
and cheating with dishonest scales,
buying the poor with silver
and the needy for a pair of sandals,
selling even the sweepings with the wheat.
Obadiah
Obadiah consists of just one chapter. Obadiah’s message is quite specific to his time, describing the judgment that awaited the nation of Edom, which had done nothing to help Judah in her hour of need. Edom’s actions would be revisited upon them: their land and wealth would be lost just as Judah’s had been.

Jonah
The most famous of the Minor Prophets, Jonah was famously swallowed by a whale while attempting to flee God’s call. Jonah’s prophetic message is directed not at Israel, but at the sin-choked foreign city of Ninevah—a reminder that God’s love and forgiveness was not limited to one nation or ethnic group. God’s endless compassion could reach even the Assyrians, whose cruelty and military power had made them the terror of the ancient world.

Micah
Micah’s was a familiar message: Israel and Judah had turned away from God to follow false prophets and hypocritical religion, and disaster was coming if they did not repent. Micah tried to remind his audience that what God truly desired from men and women was not religious ritual, but faithful living. What God wanted wasn’t hard to understand:

He has shown you, O mortal, what is good.
And what does the LORD require of you?
To act justly and to love mercy
and to walk humbly with your God.
Nahum
One of the more obscure prophets, Nahum foretold the ruin of the mighty Assyrian empire, which had hauled Judah into slavery and exile. His words were a warning that no city or nation was so powerful as to be beyond the reach of God’s judgment.

Habakkuk
Habakkuk strikes a markedly different tone than many of the other prophets. Instead of preaching judgment, he asked questions—tough questions, like “Why does God allow evil to exist?” and “If God is sovereign, why do wicked people prosper?” He brought these questions to God in prayer and found consolation in God’s strength and power. Habbakuk shows us that ancient believers wrestled with the same difficult questions about sin, evil, and suffering that Christians ask today.

Zephaniah
Prophecying during the reign of king Josiah, Zephaniah warned Judah that if they did not turn away from false religion and pagan practices, God’s judgment would fall on them. But God’s day of judgment is portrayed not just as a day of suffering, but as a time of rejoicing, when God would return to rescue the oppressed and restore the broken. The wicked had cause to fear judgment, but the faithful could look ahead to it with hope.

Haggai
Haggai served as a prophet while a small remnant of Jews, returning from exile, were struggling to rebuild Jerusalem and the temple. His message was one of encouragement and hope—God was still with His people, even though they had fallen far from the glorious days of David and Solomon:

“Who of you is left who saw this house in its former glory? How does it look to you now? Does it not seem to you like nothing? But now be strong, Zerubbabel,” declares the LORD. “Be strong, Joshua son of Jozadak, the high priest. Be strong, all you people of the land,” declares the LORD, “and work. For I am with you,” declares the LORD Almighty. “This is what I covenanted with you when you came out of Egypt. And my Spirit remains among you. Do not fear.”
Zechariah
Zechariah was a post-exile prophet like Haggai, and also directed his message to the surviving remnant returned from exile in Babylon. Zechariah stands out as an Old Testament messenger who spoke clearly about the promised Messiah, Jesus Christ:

Rejoice greatly, Daughter Zion!
Shout, Daughter Jerusalem!
See, your king comes to you,
righteous and victorious,
lowly and riding on a donkey,
on a colt, the foal of a donkey.
I will take away the chariots from Ephraim
and the warhorses from Jerusalem,
and the battle bow will be broken.
He will proclaim peace to the nations.
His rule will extend from sea to sea
and from the River to the ends of the earth.
Christians believe that this unusual prophecy was fulfilled on Palm Sunday.

Malachi
Also preaching to the returned exiles, Malachi offered a less happy mesage: after all they’d been through, God’s people still fell into disobedience. Israel’s priests and leaders were leading their flock astray, and only a faithful few remained who lived in accordance with God’s law. The book of Malachi concludes the Old Testament with a reminder of humanity’s need for a Saviour—and a promise that “for you who revere my name, the sun of righteousness will rise with healing in its rays.”

And so ends our review of the Old Testament. The prophetic books that conclude the Old Testament set the stage perfectly for the New: although there is hope mingled with the messages of judgment, the overall picture they paint is of a people desperately in need of a divine mediator to save them from their sin. It’s easy to get lost in all the “doom and gloom,” but a careful reading of the prophets shows that God’s desire in every situation was for His people to renounce evil and return to Him. Things look grim for God’s people—but something marvellous is on the horizon.

When our Tour of the Bible resumes with the New Testament, we’ll see the Good News that God has in mind for his lost and wandering children.

Related posts:

1. Tour of the Bible, part 4: the Major Prophets
2. Tour of the Bible, part 1: the Books of Moses
3. Tour of the Bible, part 2: the Historical Books
4. Tour of the Bible, part 3: the Wisdom Books
5. Did God have a wife?
Filed under Bible Study, Tour of the Bible
Tagged as minor prophets, Old testament, prophecy
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Week 7
Week 8: Summary report is due. (10 pages of lecture notes).
	


Bible Old Testament: The Minor Prophets
Summary by Michael McGoodwin
Acknowledgement: These books have been summarized using The New International Version Study Bible (NIV translation 1973--84, published Zondervan 1985).  Quotations are for the most part taken from that work, as are paraphrases of its commentary--thus the notes reflect the devoutly evangelical flavor and point of view of that commentary.  Other sources are explicitly cited below.



Hosea

He wrote c. 750 for around 38 years. He came from the northern kingdom (Israel), the only writing prophet to do so, but probably wrote in Judah after the fall of the northern capital, Samaria. Assyria destroyed Israel during Hoshea's reign in 722. 

Hosea receives the word of God, who tells him to take an adulterous wife, Gomer; she will conceive unfaithful children: sons Jezreel and Lo-Ammi, and daughter Lo-Ruhamah. Israel has been unfaithful like his wife and children and is to be punished like an adulteress. God tells him to buy Gomer back from slavery which he does. God foretells the punishment of Israel, after which they will seek "David their king." The priests have sinned and misled the people and the men have consorted with harlots and sacrificed with shrine-prostitutes. "Their deed do not permit them to return to God.5:4" Hosea calls for repentance. God will punish Israel: " `They offer human sacrifice and kiss the calf-idols. Therefore, they will be like the morning dew that disappears, like chaff swirling from a threshing floor, like smoke escaping through a window 13:3.... ' " In the midst of God's diatribe against Israel, he apparently promises redemption from death: " `I will ransom them from the power of the grave; I will redeem them from death. Where, O death, are your plagues? Where, O grave, is your destruction?13:14 I will be like the dew to Israel; he will blossom like a lily.14:5' "

Joel

The author Joel is mentioned only in this book and Acts. It may have been written in the ninth century B.C. but possibly as late the postexilic period. He sees a locust plague and drought in Judah as a harbinger of a day of judgment and punishment to come and calls for repentance. Restoration and blessing will come only after judgment and repentance, even for Israel. 

"... A nation [The locusts] has invaded my land, powerful and without number.... The vine is dried up and the fig tree is withered.... Surely the joy of mankind is withered away 1:12" Joel calls for repentance "for the day of the Lord is near; it will come like destruction form the Almighty 1:15.... A large and mighty army comes such as never was of old nor ever will be in ages to come. Before them fire devours, behind them a fire blazes 2:3.... Nations are in anguish.... Return to the Lord your God, for he is gracious and compassionate 2:13.... "

"The Lord will reply... `I will drive the northern army [locusts] from you.... I will repay you for the years the locusts have eaten...my great army that I sent among you. You will have plenty to eat.... Never again will my people be shamed.2:27' " The Lord promises to gather all nations and punish them for their deeds against Israel: sell their children into slavery, Egypt and Edom will be desolate, etc. "Jerusalem will be holy; never again will foreigners invade her.3:17"

Amos

Amos calls himself a shepherd and raiser of fig-trees from Judah who was sent to prophesy God's judgment on the northern kingdom, Israel. He wrote in the reign of Uzziah (792 - 740) in Judah and Jeroboam II in Israel and was a contemporary of Hosea and Jonah. He emphasizes social justice as the true expression of piety and prophesies a great destruction to come. 

He prophesies against Damascus, Gaza, Tyre, Edom, Ammon, and Moab, and Judah. In Israel, "they trample on the heads of the poor as upon the dust of the ground and deny justice to the oppressed.2:7" The Lord through Amos prophesies " `An enemy will overrun the land.... I will destroy the altars of Bethel [Jeroboam's false shrine].... I will tear down the winter house along with the summer house.... You will be taken away with [Assyrian] hooks.... Prepare to meet your God, O Israel.4:12' " 

God calls for repentance, modest living, and social justice: " `Seek me and live.... You trample on the poor and force them to give you grain. Therefore, though you have built stone mansions, you will not live in them.5:11 You deprive the poor of justice in the courts.... Seek good, not evil, that you may live 5:14 Let justice roll on like a river, righteousness like a never-falling stream 5:24.... ' " God decries those who make a practice of skimping on the measure of goods for sale to the poor, " `cheating with dishonest scales, buying the poor with silver and the needy for a pair of sandals, selling even the sweepings with the wheat 8:6...' ".

Amos warns that the coming day of judgement will not just be against other nations: "Woe to you who long for the day of the Lord.... That day will be darkness, not light.5:18 I will send you into exile.... Woe to you who are complacent in Zion 6:1.... I abhor the pride of Jacob "

But God also promises restoration to come: " `In that day I will restore David's fallen tent.... I will bring back my exiled people Israel; they will rebuild the ruined cities.... I will plant Israel in their own land, never again to be uprooted.9:15' "

Obadiah

Like Jeremiah (possibly his contemporary), he prophesies against Edom and predicts the restoration of the house of Jacob. 

" `I [The Lord] will make you [Edom=Esau] small among the nations.... The day of the Lord is near for all nations. As you have done, it will be done to you.... But on Mount Zion will be deliverance.... The house of David will be a fire...and consume [Edom]. There will be no survivors.... And the kingdom will be the Lord's"

Jonah

The author is not named but the book may have originated perhaps in the eighth century B.C. Others feel it is postexilic or at least written after the destruction of Nineveh in 612, in part because of the theme of preaching to the Gentiles. Jonah ministered in 800 - 750 during King Jeroboam II's reign in Israel and was a contemporary of Amos. It describes a single mission in highly compressed form and depicts the larger scope of God's purpose for Israel. 

Jonah is called by the Lord to go to and preach against the wicked enemy city of Nineveh, the capital of Assyria [representing the Gentiles]. But instead Jonah flees west for Tarshish [?Spain] by ship. The ship is threatened in a storm and the sailors throw him overboard. He is swallowed by a great fish where he stays for three days and nights. He offers to God a prayer of thanksgiving for his deliverance and acknowledges that "Salvation comes from the Lord." The Lord commands the fish to vomit him onto dry land. He goes to Nineveh where, as a result of his preaching, the people and their king repent and turn from their evil ways. Jonah is angry with God for having compassion for Israel's enemy but God answers that he must also be concerned about that great city. 

Micah

He prophesied sometime between 750 and 686 during the reigns of Jotham, Ahaz, and of Hezekiah and was a contemporary of Isaiah. He was from a village in Judah and was concerned about the social conditions prior to the religious reforms of Hezekiah. He predicts the downfall of Samaria and the eventual desolation of Judea. He alternates between oracles of doom and of hope. His theme is the judgment and deliverance of God. 

" `... I will make Samaria a heap of rubble...since she gathered her gifts from the wages of prostitutes'.... For her wound is incurable; it has come to Judah.1:9 Shave your heads in mourning for the children in whom you delight...for they will go from you into exile.1:16" 

Social ills: "Woe to those who plan iniquity.... They covet fields and seize them. They defraud a man of his home, a fellowman of his inheritance.2:2 Listen, you leaders of Jacob.... Should you not know justice, you who hate good and love evil?...3:1 Hear this you leaders of the house of Jacob...who build Zion with bloodshed, and Jerusalem with wickedness. Her leaders judge for a bribe, her priests teach for a price, and her prophets tell fortunes for money.3:11 "

Deliverance and the Messiah: " `I will surely gather all of you, O Jacob; I will surely bring together the remnant of Israel...like sheep in a pen.... One who breaks open the way will go up before them.... Their king will pass through before them, the Lord at their head.2:13' In the last days the mountain of the Lord's temple will be established as chief among the mountains4:1.... They will beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks 4:3.... But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah, out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel 5:2.... He will stand and shepherd his flock.... And they will live securely, for then his greatness will reach to the ends of the earth. And he will be their peace.5:5"

Nahum

The unknown author prophesies sometime between the fall of Thebes in 663 and of Nineveh in 612, probably in the reign of Josiah and therefore a contemporary of Zephaniah and the young Jeremiah. Assyria has already destroyed the northern kingdom. It is addressed to Nineveh, prophesying its fall.

"[The Lord] will make an end of Nineveh; he will pursue his foes into darkness.1:8 The Lord will restore the splendor of Jacob like the splendor of Israel 2:2.... Woe to the city of blood.... Bodies without number...all because of the wanton lust of a harlot...who enslaved nations by her prostitution and peoples by her witchcraft.3:4 Nothing can heal your wound; your injury is fatal.... for who has not felt your endless cruelty.3:19"

Habakkuk

He was a contemporary of Jeremiah. He predicts the coming Babylonian invasion, probably writing toward the end of Josiah's reign (609) or the beginning of Jehoiakim's. Habakkuk struggles to comprehend the ways of God and why He seems to do nothing about the rampant wickedness, strife and oppression in Judah. 

Habakkuk calls to the Lord "How long, O Lord, must I call for help but you do not listen?... Why do you make me look at injustice? Why do you tolerate wrong?...1:3 Why then do you tolerate the treacherous? Why are you silent while the wicked swallow up those more righteous than themselves?...1:13" 

God responds " `I am raising up the Babylonians...who sweep across the whole earth 1:6.... See, he [the Babylonians king] is puffed up; his desires are not upright--but the righteous will live by his faith.... Because you [Babylonia] have plundered many nations, the people who are left will plunder you.2:8 For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord.2:13 But the Lord is in his holy temple; let all the earth be silent before him.2:20' "

Habakkuk gives praise to the Lord.

Zephaniah

He is a descendant of Hezekiah prophesying in Josiah's reign and therefore a contemporary of Jeremiah, Nahum, and possibly Habbakuk. He prophesies the approaching judgment when God will punish the nations including Judah. 

" `I will sweep away everything from the face of the earth.... The wicked will have only heaps of rubble 1:3.... I will stretch out my hand against Judah.... The great day of the Lord is near 1:14.... But I will leave within you the meek and humble, who trust in the name of the Lord. The remnant of Israel will do no wrong.3:12 He will take great delight in you, he will quiet you with his love, he will rejoice over you with singing.3:17" He also prophesies against Philistia, Moab, Ammon, Cush, and Assyria. 

Haggai

He prophesies in 520 during the reign of Darius and, like Zechariah, encourages the returned exiles to rebuild the temple. His book shows the consequences of obedience and disobedience. 

The Lord chastises the people for living in panelled houses while the temple remains unbuilt and Zerubbabel responds and begins work on the temple. The Lord will fill the temple with glory. He cautions the people not to fail again in building the temple and blesses them. 

Zechariah

He was born in Babylonia and returned with Zerubbabel to Jerusalem in 538. He was a contemporary of Haggai. Like Haggai, he rebukes the people for delaying in the rebuilding of the temple. He gives apocalyptic visions that give encouragement to the people.

In a vision, Zechariah describes God's plan to have the temple rebuilt. Four horns (oppressing nations) will be defeated by four craftsmen [?]. A man with a measuring line measures Jerusalem [for the temple]. The Lord is coming to be with Judah. Joshua [the high priest, representing sinful Israel] is dressed in new clothes "symbolic of things to come: `I am going to bring my servant, the Branch.... and I will remove the sin of this land in a single day.3:9" A gold lampstand symbolizes the light and abundance of oil from God and the two olive trees symbolize Joshua and Zerubbabel, who will work to rebuild the temple. A flying scroll banishes thieves and those who bear false witness. Wickedness is personified as a woman in a basket, who is sent to Babylonia. Four chariots, each with different colored horses, go throughout the earth [as spirits of divine judgment like the four horsemen.] Joshua receives a crown. He will be a priest on the throne, the two roles united [as they will be with the Messiah]. 

The Lord calls for true social justice, mercy, and compassion rather than just insincere fasting. He promises to bless Jerusalem and make it prosper. He makes oracles against Hadrach, Hamath, Tyre, Gaza, etc. 

The Messianic Kingdom: "Rejoice greatly, O Daughter of Zion!... See you king comes to you, righteous and having salvation, gentle and riding on a donkey.... He will proclaim peace to the nations.... His rule will extend from sea to sea and from the River to the ends of the earth.9:10" The people of the northern and southern kingdoms will be reunited. 

Chapter 11 may prophesy the destruction of Syro-Palestine that will follow the rejection of the Messianic Good Shepherd. " `And I will pour out on the house of David and the inhabitants a spirit of grace and supplication. They will look on me, the one they have pierced [the Messiah?], and they will mourn for him as one mourns for an only child.12:9 Strike the shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered 13:7.... ' A day of the Lord is coming when...[Jerusalem] will be captured, the houses ransacked, and the women raped.... On that day his feet will stand on the Mount of Olives.... The Lord will be king over the whole earth.... Jerusalem will be raised up.... Never again will it be destroyed. Jerusalem will be secure.... Every pot in Jerusalem and Judah will be holy.14:21"

Malachi

Malachi means "messenger" and may not have been a proper name. Like Nehemiah, the author condemns the sins of Israel which arose while Nehemiah had returned to serve the Persian king. The people of the restored community had begun to lose hope. The author wrote c. 430 and may be the last OT prophet. 

God assures Israel of his love. But the priests have shown contempt for him, offering blind animals in sacrifice etc. The people have intermarried with foreigners and committed other sins. 

The Lord says " `See, I will send my messenger who will prepare the way before me [John the Baptist?]. Then suddenly the Lord you are seeking will come to his temple.... But who can endure the day of his coming? Who can stand when he appears? For he will like a refiner's fire or a launderer's soap.... He will purify the Levites 3:3.... But for you who revere my name, the sun of righteousness will rise with healing in its wings. And you will go out and leap like calves released from the stall. Then you will trample down the wicked 4:3.... I will send you the prophet Elijah before that great and dreadful day of the Lord comes. He will turn the hearts of the fathers to their children, and the hearts of the children to their fathers 4:6.... "
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Week 9: 2-page summary report is due. (4 pages of lecture notes).

THE TWELVE MINOR PROPHETS THEMES

Little Words, Big Ideas


Women, Sex and Gender
The Minor Prophets talk about a lot of the stuff you expect in the Bible—God, holiness, sin, smiting—but this is not your grandfather’s sermonizing. International relations are sexual relatio...



 HYPERLINK "https://www.shmoop.com/jonah-minor-prophets/justice-judgment-theme.html" 

Justice and Judgment
“The path of the righteous man is beset on all sides by the inequities of the selfish and the tyranny of evil men. Blessed is he, who in the name of charity and good will, shepherds the weak thro...



 HYPERLINK "https://www.shmoop.com/jonah-minor-prophets/wealth-power-theme.html" 

Wealth and Power
Money, it’s a crime—or at least it was for the Minor Prophets, who accused the rich and powerful of exploiting the poor for their own gain. In the Torah, God established a few basic legal princ...



 HYPERLINK "https://www.shmoop.com/jonah-minor-prophets/covenant-captivity-theme.html" 

Covenant and Captivity
When someone asks “What did I do to deserve this?”, they’re usually not looking for an answer. They feel that they don’t deserve it, whatever it is, and if they’re looking for anything it...



 HYPERLINK "https://www.shmoop.com/jonah-minor-prophets/compassion-forgiveness-theme.html" 

Compassion and Forgiveness
The God of the Minor Prophets does plenty of smiting, but he’s also Israel’s and Judah’s national Mariah Carey. Even if they’re miles away, Yahweh will be their friend forever, baby. Yet li...
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Week 9
Week 10: 2-page summary report is due. (16 pages of lecture notes).
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An overview of the minor prophets 

1. 1. Time of Augustine, 4th Cent. AD An overview of the minor prophets Laindon Bible Study, 2nd September 2015 

2. 2. ‘Minor’ prophets – an unfortunate title? • Of lesser importance compared to other prophets? • Certainly not the case! “For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learning, that we through patience and comfort of the scriptures might have hope.” {Romans 15 v 4} 

3. 3. Small in size... • Have 4/10 of smallest books of Bible, 8/10 within OT • Combined are smaller than Isaiah, Jeremiah or Ezekiel • Together they comprise 1,050 verses (Job =1,070; Matthew=1,071), or 30,305 words (Deuteronomy=28,461; Exodus=32,692) 0 1,000 2,000 3,000 4,000 5,000 6,000 7,000 Number of words in book 

4. 4. ...but not small in value • Cover a period of > 400 years, from mid 8th Cent. BC to early 4th Cent. BC (touching both N. & S. Kingdoms) • The latest/final writings of the Hebrew prophets • Combined provide 27 of the direct quotations of the OT in the NT (c. 9%, even though only 5% of OT words) • Contain a great deal of Messianic detail – the parable of Jesus’ burial (Jonah), the betrayal sum/sequence (Zechariah), location of Jesus’ birth (Micah), Jesus’ flight to Egypt (Hosea), John the Baptist as the forerunner (Malachi) etc. etc. • Another dominating theme is Israel’s relationship with God (e.g. through the allegory of marriage – Hosea) 

5. 5. The purpose of this evening’s study 1. To remind ourselves of the importance of the smaller (minor) prophets 2. To provide an overview / ready reference tool, for future use 3. To draw out some lessons and instruction for us 

6. 6. The role of the prophets (a reminder) • The role of the prophet was much broader than predicting the future, although this was important... • They were more generally God’s mouthpiece/revealer • “prophet” = Heb. nabiy. Possible roots: – From Heb. naba ‘to bubble up’, ‘boil / pour forth’ (cp. Jer. 20v11)? – From Akkadian root nabu ‘to call’, ‘to call forth’ (as a prophet)? • Jeremiah’s words capture their general treatment: “And thou shalt say unto them, Thus saith the Lord; If ye will not hearken to me, to walk in my law, which I have set before you, To hearken to the words of my servants the prophets, whom I sent unto you, both rising up early, and sending them, but ye have not hearkened; Then will I make this house like Shiloh, and will make this city a curse to all the nations of the earth.” {Jeremiah 26 v 4-6} “Surely the Lord God will do nothing, but he revealeth his secret unto his servants the prophets.” {Amos 3 v 7} 

7. 7. Hebrew Bible – the book of the Twelve • In the Hebrew Bible (which has only 22 books, cp. to our OT 39) these minor prophets are a single volume – ‘The book of the twelve’ (Tere asar) • The Talmud, however, calls for scribes to leave three blank lines between each of the individual twelve prophetic books (instead of the four lines normally prescribed for separating biblical books) to signal their distinctive characters • This perhaps prompts us to look at these books as a connected set as well as individual revelations 

8. 8. Three key periods of revelation • The English Bible order is not exactly chronological but picks up these three broad periods Early-to-Mid Assyrian Period HOSEA (1) c. 750-710 BC JOEL (2) c. 810-780 BC AMOS (3) c. 765-755 BC OBADIAH (4) c. 848-840 BC JONAH (5) c. 780-770 BC MICAH (6) c. 735-700 BC First six minor prophets ~150 yrs Group 1 Late Assyrian Period NAHUM (7) c. 650-620 BC HABAKKUK (8) c. 620-600 BC ZEPHANIAH (9) c. 638-624 BC Next three minor prophets ~50 yrs Group 2 Persian Period HAGGAI (10) c. 520 BC ZECHARIAH (11) c. 520-480 BC MALACHI (12) c. 435-410 BC Final three minor prophets ~110 yrs Group 3 

9. 9. Other comments / notes Minor prophet ‘snapshots’ Name of the prophet Meaning of the name Suggested timing of writing A prophet to whom Pre or post Babylonian exile Chapters WordsVerses Pos s ib le B ook title “Summary quote” (x v x) • Why given? • Chapter outline: Prophesied during the reign/leadership/governorship of... Number of quotations in NT Pictorial representation 

10. 10. (1) Hosea • An example of where the prophet depicted, in the events of his own life, allegorical teaching concerning God’s people. Illustrates the personal commitment (and sufferings) entailed in being a messenger sent from the Most High • Hosea and Amos were the two key minor prophets to Israel and their ministries were sequential HOSEA To save / Salvation c. 750-710 BC Prophet to ISRAEL Pre Babylonian exile Chapters = 14 Words = 5,175Verses = 197 T h e B ook of Pers everin g L ove “The love of the LORD toward the children of Israel” (3 v 1) • Why given? To illustrate Israel’s spiritual adultery and warn of coming destruction. • Chapter outline: ( Chs. 1-3: Personal – The Unfaithful Wife (Marriage, Children, Separation, Reunion) [The allegory: Adulterous wife yet faithful husband] ( Chs. 4-14: National – The Unfaithful People (Guilt, Judgment, Hope for future) [The fulfilment: Adulterous nation yet faithful God] During reigns of Jeroboam II, Zechariah, Shallum, Menahem, Pekah and Hoshea (then captivity) 6 direct quotations in NT 

11. 11. (2) Joel JOEL Yahweh is God / Yahweh is his God c. 810-780 BC Prophet to JUDAH Pre Babylonian exile During reigns of Joash, Amaziah and Uzziah Chapters = 3 Words = 2,034Verses = 73 T h e B o o k o f th e Day o f th e L o rd “The day of the LORD cometh” (2 v 1) • Why given? To call Judah to repentance in order to avoid terrible judgment. • Chapter outline: ( Chs. 1 – 2v11: The Plague of Locusts (ruin & desolation, devastating invasions) ( Ch. 2v12 – 17: The Call to Repentance (God’s merciful appeal to return to Him) ( Ch. 2v18 – 27: The Lord’s Response (the hope of blessing, God’s pity) ( Chs. 2v28 – 3: The Ultimate Day of the Lord (the judgment and future Kingdom) 2 direct quotations in NT • Joel was one of the five minor prophets whose name included Yah / Yahweh (Joel’s name is in effect a reversal of the name Elijah, having the two same parts) • Joel has been called the prophet of the Pentecost because of his predictions of the pouring out of the Holy Spirit, following Christ’s ascension into Heaven 

12. 12. (3) Amos AMOS To lade, to burden / Burden-bearer c. 765-755 BC Prophet to ISRAEL Pre Babylonian exile During reign of Jeroboam II Chapters = 9 Words = 4,217Verses = 146 T h e B ook of Ju d gment “Prepare to meet thy God, O Israel” (4 v 12) • Why given? To accuse and judge Israel for injustice and lack of mercy. • Chapter outline: ( Ch. 1v1-2: Introduction and Summary of Warning ( Chs. 1v3 – 2v16: Judgments Against Nations and God’s People ( Ch. 3: First Discourse; Ch. 4: Second Discourse; Chs. 5-6: Third Discourse ( Chs. 7-9: Five Visions (7v1-3, 7v4-6, 7v7-9, 8v1-4, 9v1-15) No direct quotations in NT • Amos different in character to the other prophets, being something of a stranger (see ch. 1v1). Also his prophecy is characteristically terse, sharp and down to earth (also uses characteristic language) • Although Amos came out of Judah (Tekoa = 12 miles S. of Jerusalem), his prophecy directed to Israel • His was a time of prosperity, ease, deceit, oppression and also rampant idolatry (a clear warning) 

13. 13. (4) Obadiah OBADIAH Serving Yahweh / Servant of Yahweh c. 848-840 BC (NB is a far later alternative) Prophet to JUDAH Pre Babylonian exile During reign of Jehoram Chapters = 1 Words = 670 (Smallest)Verses = 21 T h e B o o k o f Retrib u tion (Ed o m ) “ For thy violence against thy brother Jacob... thou shalt be cut off for ever.” (1 v 10) • Why given? To prophesy against Edom, the ancient enemy of God’s people. • Chapter outline: ( Verses 1-14: Edom Judged and Condemned for Her Sins (particularly the pride of her heart, rejoicing in misfortune of others and unbrotherly conduct) ( Verses 15-21: The Day of the LORD, Judgment and Salvation (Edom illustrates God’s judgment which is to come on all of the heathen that oppose God) No direct quotations in NT • A key lesson of the book is that although the wicked may triumph for a season, God is not mocked and will ultimately avenge His servants • As with many of the minor prophets, no biographical detail (is about the message not messenger) • Significant parallels with Jeremiah (chapter 49), which is likely quoting from Obadiah (not vice-versa) 

14. 14. (5) Jonah • This is the only prophet/minor prophet without specific Messianic prophecy – the whole book being a parable or allegory (both of Christ’s death/resurrection and the coming in of the Gentiles) • In fact, Jonah’s whole book concentrates on his life rather than the detail of his teaching (his message to Nineveh (3v4) is only 5 words in Hebrew, lit. Yet – Forty – Days – Nineveh – Overthrown!) JONAH A dove c. 780-770 BC Prophet to NATIONS (& ISRAEL) Pre Babylonian exile During reigns of Jehoash and Jeroboam II (of Israel) Chapters = 4 Words = 1,321Verses = 48 T h e B ook of Mercy on th e Gentiles (Nin eveh ) “God repented of the evil, that he had said that he would do unto them” (3 v 10) • Why given? To show that God is ever merciful to the truly repentant. • Chapter outline: ( Ch. 1: Jonah Flees from God (his commission and the results of disobedience) ( Ch. 2: Jonah Prays to God (his realisation of God’s power and purpose) ( Ch. 3: Jonah Obeys his God (his second commission and results of obedience) ( Ch. 4: Jonah Misunderstands God (his personal prejudice and lesson from God) No direct quotations in NT 

15. 15. (6) Micah MICAH Who is like Yahweh? c. 735-700 BC Prophet to JUDAH & ISRAEL Pre Babylonian exile During the reigns of Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah (of Judah) & Pekah and Hoshea (of Israel) Chapters = 7 Words = 3,153Verses = 105 T h e B ook of Conviction “Thou wilt perform the truth to Jacob” (7 v 20) • Why given? To warn people of coming judgment and to offer hope for the future. • Chapter outline: ( Chs. 1 – 3: The Prediction of Judgement (justified destruction for both Israel and Judah; people & leadership) ( Chs. 4 – 5: The Prediction of Restoration (contrast of coming King/Kingdom) ( Chs. 6 – 7: The Two Pleas for Repentance & Final Promise (ultimate salvation) 1 direct quotation in NT • The Northern Kingdom of Israel came to an end (about 709 BC) during the ministry of Micah, who was a contemporary of the Prophet Isaiah • Micah also predicted the growing future threat to Judah, specifically prophesying the carrying away of her people by the Babylonians (4v10), which would not happen for another 100-or-so years 

16. 16. (7) Nahum NAHUM Comfort / Comforted / Consolation c. 650-620 BC Prophet to NATIONS (& JUDAH) Pre Babylonian exile During reigns of Manasseh, Amon and Josiah (of Judah) Chapters = 3 Words = 1,285Verses = 47 T h e B ook of Ven gean ce (Nin eveh ) “The LORD will take vengeance on his adversaries, and... his enemies” (1 v 2) • Why given? To pronounce judgment on Nineveh and the Assyrian empire. • Chapter outline: ( Chapter 1: The Destruction of Nineveh is Decreed (God’s principles and plan) ( Chapter 2: The Destruction of Nineveh is Described (call to battle/destruction) ( Chapter 3: The Destruction of Nineveh is Deserved (ungodliness and weakness) 1 direct quotation in NT • In some ways, Nahum can be seen as a continuation of the story of Jonah. Nineveh had repented in c. 780-770 BC, but at this later stage were to be punished (having reciprocated no mercy to others) • The two key teachings of the book, as well as drawing the themes above, are that God shows both goodness and severity (based on man’s response) and vengeance is ultimately His (at His set time) 

17. 17. (8) Habakkuk HABAKKUK Embrace / Ardently embraced / Embracer c. 620-600 BC Prophet to JUDAH Pre Babylonian exile During reigns of Josiah, Jehoahaz and Jehoiakim Chapters = 3 Words = 1,476Verses = 56 T h e B ook of Faith “The just shall live by his faith” (2 v 4) • Why given? To affirm that wicked will not prevail and remind Judah God is in control. • Chapter outline: ( Ch. 1v1-4: Habakkuk’s Complaint Why does Judah’s lawlessness continue unchecked? ( Ch. 1v5-11: Yahweh’s Answer The Chaldeans are being raised up to punish her iniquity ( Ch. 1v12-17: Habakkuk’s Concern Why the Chaldeans, who are cruel and idolatrous? ( Ch. 2v1-4: Yahweh’s Response God’s justice will prevail and the ‘just shall live by his faith’ ( Ch. 2v5-20 Yahweh’s Revelation Five woes to be unleashed upon the Chaldeans ( Ch. 3: Habakkuk’s Perfect Psalm A vision of future things, God omnipotent 4 direct quotations in NT • Although scant biographical detail, it is possible that Habakkuk was a singer / musician based upon the musical character of chapter 3 (and its notation e.g. “Upon Shigionoth” = loud cries/extollations) • The Perfect Psalm in chapter 3 provides the key to understanding super/sub-scriptions in the Psalms 

18. 18. (9) Zephaniah ZEPHANIAH Treasured of Yahweh / Yahweh has secreted c. 638-624 BC Prophet to JUDAH Pre Babylonian exile During the reign of Josiah Chapters = 3 Words = 1,617Verses = 53 T h e B ook of th e Day of Wrath “Seek ye the LORD, all ye meek of the earth” (2 v 3) • Why given? To motivate repentance and comfort the faithful remnant. • Chapter outline: ( Chs. 1v1 – 3v8: Judgement in the Day of the LORD (1v1-3 On Whole Earth; 1v4-2v3 On Judah; 2v4-15 On Nations Surrounding Judah; 3v1-7 On Jerusalem; 3v8 On Whole Earth) ( Ch. 3v9-20: Salvation in the Day of the LORD (v9-13 Conversion; v14-20 Restoration) No direct quotations in NT Pictorial • Both Zephaniah and Josiah were great-great grandsons of Hezekiah (1v1, see also other translations); thus Zephaniah was a prince of the royal household of Judah • This prophecy uses the phrase “day of the LORD” seven times, more than any other book in the Bible (Joel is next with five occurrences). 18 of 31 uses of this phrase are in the minor prophets 

19. 19. (10) Haggai HAGGAI Festive / My feasts c. 520 BC Prophet to JUDAH Post Babylonian exile During leadership of Zerubbabel and Jeshua (Judah restored) Chapters = 2 Words = 1,131Verses = 38 T h e B ook of th e Reb u ild in g of th e Temp le “Consider your ways” (1 v 5) • Why given? To urge the people to complete rebuilding the temple of God. • Chapter outline: (Five Messages from the LORD) ( Ch. 1v1-11: Message 1 ( To rouse (exhortational focus) ( Ch. 1v12-15: Message 2 ( To command (exhortational focus) ( Ch. 2v1-9: Message 3 ( To encourage (prophetic focus) ( Ch. 2v10-19: Message 4 ( To confirm (exhortational focus) ( Ch. 2v20-23: Message 5 ( To assure (prophetic focus) 1 direct quotation in NT • As shown in the outline, above, a considerable proportion of Haggai is not prophecy in the conventional sense (i.e. future prediction); rather it is exhortation to put God and His Ways first • Although the prophecy was given over a period of c. 4 months, perhaps ministry was c. 15 years 

20. 20. (11) Zechariah ZECHARIAH Remembered of Yahweh / Yahweh remembers c. 520-480 BC Prophet to JUDAH Post Babylonian exile Chapters = 14 Words = 6,444 (Largest)Verses = 211 T h e B ook of Mes s ian ic V is ion s “Behold, thy King cometh unto thee: he is just, and having salvation” (9 v 9) • Why given? To give hope to the remnant who had returned to the land. • Chapter outline: ( Ch. 1v1-6: The Call to Repentance ( Chs. 1v7 – 6v15: Eight Visions to Encourage and Motivate ( Chs. 7 – 8: Four Messages to Teach and Guide ( Chs. 9 – 14: Two ‘Oracles’ (or Burdens) to Reveal Ultimate Hope 7 direct quotations in NT During leadership of Zerubbabel and Jeshua (Judah restored) • Zechariah is the largest and most quoted of the minor prophets – and in character perhaps most resembles Daniel with powerful symbolic visions and significant Messianic content (2nd only to Isaiah) • Zechariah’s message developed Haggai’s (his contemporary), moving on from the physical rebuilding of the temple to the spiritual rebuilding of the nation (and glorious future hope) 

21. 21. (12) Malachi MALACHI My messenger c. 435-410 BC Prophet to JUDAH Post Babylonian exile During governorship of Nehemiah (Judah restored) Chapters = 4 Words = 1,782Verses = 55 T h e B ook of th e L ord ’s Mes s en gers “Behold, I will send my messenger” (3 v 1) • Why given? To examine Judah’s actions and encourage the prioritisation of God. • Chapter outline: ( Ch. 1v1-5: The Privilege of God’s Love (the nation loved more than Edom) ( Chs. 1v6 – 3v15: The Pollution of the Priests (1v6 – 2v9) and the People (2v10 – 3v15) (the failure to reciprocate God’s love, met with cynicism/indifference) ( Chs. 3v16 – 4v6: The Promise and Hope for the Future (the jewels set apart) 5 direct quotations in NT • This book has a very distinctive style, being organised principally around a series of questions voiced by God (10), the Priests (10) and Malachi (7). This style helps to succinctly draw out the exhortation • The Jews call this book ‘the seal of the prophets’ and it concludes both the English OT and the Hebrew Nevi’im (the Prophets) 

22. 22. Conclusions to our study • When looked at collectively there are a number of recurrent ideas/themes in the smaller (minor) prophets, e.g. – The coming day of the LORD – The love of God for His erring people – The need to repent and change, prior to inevitable judgment – The insidious dangers of human nature – The blessings of the coming Kingdom of God • These are all highly relevant topics for us... here & now! • May we in future reading/studies of these prophets more readily place the teaching in its context and draw out the exhortation 
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Infographic - The Prophets Of The Bible And When They Lived 
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Student presentation: You will grade your classmate using the sheet provided. Sign your name at the end.
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Week 10 
No final examination will be required. Turn in all 2-page summary reports and one term paper will constitute the grade of this course. Each 2-page summary report will worth 200 points. All assignment reports must be written in either English or Chinese.  The term summary reflection paper will provide what you have learned in the course. It will be at least 4 pages in length. It is worth 400 points. The student presentation is worth 200 points. The complete score will be 2400 points. 
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